8th week 
in Leicester Square, 
where its filling the Ritz after 
five wonderful weeks at the Warner... And 
in the States it's second only to Ben-Hur at the 


box-office... Better rush to ring “BUTTERFIELD 8° and make a 
date with Elizabeth Taylor, Laurence Harvey, Eddie Fisher, and MGM! 
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS... 


NATKE action on redundancies 


A NEW approach is to be made by NATKE to the British film producers on the question 
of redundancies. 

Sir Tom O’Brien, NATKE secretary, told Kine this week: “ My executive is very disturbed 
about the volume of redundancies in 1960. We had meetings with the producers in 1959 and 
urged upon them the need for better organisation and planning of production schedules 

“We also pressed for adequate compensation for redundancies. The situation has worsened 
since then. We are to approach the producers immediately to reconsider this issue. There is a 
great danger of the industry losing its highly skilled craftsmen and other grades of labour 
These men cannot be expected to remain in an industry that is virtually offering its labour 
forces casual employment.” 

Sir Tom pointed out that he was not referring to the recent redundancies on the 
“ Cleopatra ” production. “ The unique and special difficulties encountered by 20th-Fox are 
understood and we hope they will not arise again anywhere. 


Hammer adds four to schedule 


HAMMER FILMS is boosting its 1961 production schedule by adding four new subjects 
for world-wide distribution by Columbia to the ten titles already announced. 

First on the floor will be “ Watch It Sailor ”’—an adaptation of the long-running comedy 
hit at London’s Apollo Theatre—which begins production at Bray Studios on January 30, 
with Maurice Cowan producing. 

The other three will all be produced by Anthony Hinds, who starts shooting one of them, 
“The Time Of The Fire” (tentative title), on March 13. This adaptation of Marc Brandel’s 
best-selling thriller will be directed by Bob Day, with George Sanders, Peter Cushing, and a 
yet-to-be-named third star topping the cast. 

After that comes “ Quatermass And The Pit ”—which became the talk of Britair as a 
television serial—to be produced in colour from a screenplay now being written by author 
Nigel Kneale. 

Fourth new Hammer production will be “ The Children Of Light” (tentative title). from 
H. L. Lawrence’s best-seller. It’s a science fiction thriller laced with suspense. Michael Carreras 
is executive producer on all four films. 


Rank re-release deal in U.S 


CONTINENTAL DISTRIBUTING INC. of America has signed a three-year deal with 
The Rank Organisation for the re-release of 12 features in the U.S, including four Alec 
Guinness pictures. The deal took effect from January | this year. 

The films will play theatres in the form of a festival with one main theatre in each city 
being utilised. The release pattern will probably carry the designation “Great Classics from 
Great Britain.” 

Reporting on his recent six-week European tour, Irving Wormser, Continental president, 
said: “ We are allocating two-and-one-half million dollars for co-production deals which we 
are now negotiating for with Associated British, Britannia, Bryanston, Woodfall and Rank 
in England, and with various French and Italian producers.” 


AIC meets John Trevelyan 


TALKS BETWEEN the AIC and John Trevelyan, secretary of the BBFC, were due to be 
held yesterday (Wednesday) morning on the question of censorship by local authorities. The 
subject is one that has been of concern to the independent exhibitors for some time. 

Among the items expected to be discussed was the decision by the BBC to televise the X 
certificate film “I Am a Camera” this Saturday. 


RANK BUYS FOX 
INTEREST IN 
M AND B TRUST 


JOHN DAVIS and Spyros Skouras have 
reached agreement whereby The Rank Organ- 
isation will acquire the Twentieth Century- 
Fox interest in Metropolis and Bradford 
Trust Lid. 

In addition, and “as an integral part of the 
transaction, long-term trading arrangements have 
been entered into of great value to The Rank 
Organisation.” 

Metropolis and Bradford Trust, Ltd., is the 
company in which is vested the voting control of 
Gaumont British, Ltd. A 50 per cent. interest 
in M. and B. was acquired by Fox for 19,000,000 
dollars in July 1929, long before the time of the 
present management of either Rank or Fox. 

The issued share capital of Metropolis and 
Bradford Trust, Ltd., consists of 10,000 “A” 
Ordinary Shares of £1 each, and 1,000,000 * B” 
Ordinary Shares of 8s. 3d. each of which 4,900 
“ A’ Shares and 500,000 “B” Shares are held 
by Twentieth Century-Fox and 5,100 “A” 
Shares and 500,000 “B" Shares are held by 
The Rank Organisation, the latter in addition 
having the right to appoint the chairman, with 
a casting vote at board and annual general meet- 
ings. 

Metropolis and Bradford Trust, Lid.. owns 
2.915.000 Ordinary Shares of 10s. each out of 
5,000,000 such shares (each having one vote) in 
Gaumont British Lid. In addition, there are 
4.449.856 “A” Ordinary Shares of ‘Ss. each, 
such shares carrying only one vote for each 
20 shares, but in all other respects ranking 
pari passu with the Ordinary Shares. 

The purchase price payable by Rank for the 
Fox interest in Metropolis and Bradford Trust, 
Ltd., and the trading arrangements referred to 
below is £4,000,000 payable as to £500,000 forth- 


continued on page 22 


Royal premiere 
for ‘Mr. Topaze’ 


THE Duke of Edinburgh wil! attend the worid 
premiere of the Dimitri De Grunwald production 
“Mr. Topaze,” starring Peter Sellers and Nadia 
Gray at the Carlton, Haymarket, on Monday, 
March 20, in aid of the National Playing Fields 
Association and the Jewish National Fund 

“Mr. Topaze.” based on the play by Marcel 
Paignol, is now in production at MGM Studios 
Elstree, and it unites the successful team which 
made “The Millionairess "—producers Dimitri 
De Grunwald and Pierre Rouve and star Peter 
Sellers. 

“Mr. Topaze” marks Sellers’s debut as a 
director as well as star. 


Viewpoint 


CONTROLLED 
OPTIMISM 


THE statistics issued by the Board of 
Trade this week confirm the recent hopes in 
the indus ry that a controlled optimism is 
not now out of place. 


Ia the mai-er of admissions, 1960 has been 
a difficult year to assess, because the varia- 
tion in the rate of patronage did not conform 
to the normal pattern. After a comparatively 
encouraging start, the figures plummeted in 
the Spring, and then in July and August, 
actually rose above the comparative figures 
for 1959: this bright ray of hope, however, 
has not bee:. since sus‘ained. 


1, could easily have been worse. There 
does remain some slight, negative comfort 
in the fact that the estimated decline of 
admissions to a total of 520 million, although 
14 per cent. lower than whe previous year, 
shows a slackening in the rate of drop in 
1957, 1958 and 1959. 


The fall in admissions, of course, has to be 
related to another depressing graph, the de- 
creasing number of cinemas still operating. 
The fact that product is estima.ed to have 
lost another 350 outlets during the year, gives 
little comfort to either exhibitor or producer, 
even though it means that the decline in 
admissions at cinemas still operating was 
considerably less than for several years. 


if all other issues were to remain 
unchanged, it would seem that the industry 
is nearing the point of being able to regain 
some of the patronage it has lost over the 
last few disastrous years. 


Unfortunately other issues will certainly 
not remain unchanged. The problem of toll- 
television is only just round the bend; and 
there is still Uhe need for early alleviation of 
the product situation. 


The prospect for some is, undoubtedly 
grim, but the problems are not insuperable, 
particularly if all sections of the industry 
could, for once, decide to ackle them in uni- 
son rather than in discord. 
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THREE main items are likely to engage th 
attenuon of the next meeting of the CEA genera! 
council on January 11 


One matter of considerable interest should be 
the second report of the president as a result 
of his vist to America. This time Alfred Davis 
s expected to deal with production and other 
matters of imterest concerning the trade. including, 
one would imagine, exhibition and distribution. 


If his second report is as exhaustive and as 
niormative as was his first on toll4elevision, 
then it shou'd provide fertile ground for debate. 


+ 7 + 


THE CEA will also have before it for ratifi- 
cation the new wages and conditions agreement 
wih the SOMA: the terms of the pact wi.) not 
he announced until after ratification. 


Yet another matter of domestic interest that is 
on the agenda is the resolution by the North- 
western branch that 25 per cent. of all collections 
in cinemas should go to the CTBI 


This is a commendable effon to find a way 
lo augment the income losses that the CTBF 
has suffered through closures, and the otherwise 
welcome reductions that have been gained in the 
Sunday Charity levy. 


+ + + 


ONE has had to look very hard to find any 
recognition of the cinema industry in the New 
Year’s Honours List 


However, the work that Emest Turnbu!!, 
managing director of Hoyts Theatres, has done 
over the vears in the cause of charity, has beeen 
suitably recognised by the award of the CBI 


Two other recipients associated with the trade 
both have production affiiiations. One is actress 
Margaret Rutherford, who receives an OBE; 
and the other is composer Alan Rawsthorne (a 
CBE) who has written the scores for a number 
of films. including the Royal Film Performance 
picture, “ Where No Vultures Fly.” 


+ + + 


THERE will be pleasure on both sides of the 
Atlantic over the honour accorded to Jack L. 
Warner; his appointment as CBE is well 
merited. 

In addition to his world-wide work in films 
Jack Warner has always had a particular interest 
in the British industry. Indeed, with Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, he was one of the band 
of enthusiasts instrumental in creating the Royal 
Naval Film Corporation. 

His was the guiding hand in the rebuilding 
of the ABPC studios at Boreham Wood after 
the second world war: he specially came over 
here to direct and supervise the work, and then 
stayed on to produce pictures here in associa- 
tion with ABPC. 


+ + + 


THROUGH the Warner Bros. interests in 
ABC, Pathe newsreel and the studios, Jack 
Warner has undoubtedly, over the years, made a 
considerable personal contribution to the 


advancement of the British industry throughout 

the world. 
Incidentally. he 

Medal for Merit 


already has the American 
the highest U.S award avail- 
able to a civilian. which was awarded for his 
leadership in the mobilisation of the film 
industry for war: he is a member of the French 
Legion of Honour: was awarded the Mexican 
Aztec Eagie, and has been decorated also by 
Belgium and Free China. 


+ + + 


AFTER a business trip that took him virtually 
round the world, George Gunn is back at his 
desk at Technicolor 

George has been away since the end of 
October. At the start of his tour he spent 
three weeks at the Technicolor Corporation 
plant in Hollywood, consulting with the chief 
executives there, including president and general 
manager John R. Clark, and vice-president 
Robert Riley. Among items on their agenda 
were technical developments (to which this 
country has been a big contributor) and the 
global sales policy. 

While he was in Hollywood, George also 
found time for talks with Paramount about the 
Technirama film. “My Geisha.” being made 
in Japan. and being directed by an old friend, 
former lighting cameraman Jack Cardiff. 


+ + » 


ACTUALLY, George's next stop was in Japan, 
where he was ab’e to make arrangements for 
the printing of Technirama rushes of “ My 
Geisha,” using the ingenious mobile printer 
developed at Harmondsworth last year. 

While there he seems to have put over some 
good sales talk with leading Japanese film 
makers, for it is expected that several of these 
companies will convert to Technirama. 

From Japan, George went to Hong Kong for 
more production talks; thence by plane to Bom- 
bay, for discussions with Rama Chattopadhaya, 
managing director of Technicolor’s Indian 
agency: and thence to renew old aquaintance in 
Rome. 

One point of particular pleasure for Techni- 
color, I am told, is that in each country pro- 
ducers and directors were unanimous that far 
bigger grosses were earned when films were 
made in colour. 


+ 7 + 


ERNEST WELTON. general sales manager of 
Rank Overseas Film Distributors is to visit 
Japan for two or three weeks. 

He leaves London on Monday, January 9, for 
Copenhagen, where he will be meeting Ingolf 
Madsen and personnel of Eagle-Lion Film A/S. 
Rank agents in Denmark before embarking on 
the over-the-pole flight to Tokyo on January 10. 


+ + + 


CONGRATULATIONS to United Artists on 
the choice of “ The Facts of Life ” for the Royal 
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Film Performance at the 
Square on February 20. 

I am told that the decision of the selection 
committee was unanimous for what UA itself 
describes as “an extremely saucy domestic 
comedy dealing with an understandable situation 
which could arise in any suburban community.” 


Odeon, Leicester 


Actually this is the second time in three years 
that United Artists has provided the Royal Film. 
* The Horse’s Mouth” starring Alec Guinness 
was the 1958 choice. 


+ + + 


A. W. WATKINS. sound chief at MGM 
British Studios. Boreham Wood, has _ had 
reaffirmation of an honour accorded to him last 
year. 

John W. Service, new president of the Society 
of Motion Picture and Television Engineers, 
New York, has asked Mr. Watkins to continue 
to act as adviser to the president on European 
affairs, a function that he fulfilled for the out- 
going president. Dr. Norman L. Simmons. 

Mr. Watkins i», of course. very well qualified 
for the job, having been on the sound side of 
the industry since he joined British Acoustic 
as far back as 1928. 


+ + + 


EVER since Cinerama opened at the London 
Casino in October, 1954. the duties of chief 
engineer there have been carried out with 
exemplary efficiency by Ernie Muncer. 

Now his services have been recognised by his 
promotion to be technical representative and 
chief engineer for the entire Continent, 
Scandinavia and South Africa. 

The new appointment may mean that he will 
have to move his headquarters from London to 
Paris, but. to the pleasure of his many friends 
in this country. this has not yet been definitely 
decided. 


+ + 


PRESENCE in London over Christmas of 
French star Capucine was seized by the 20th 
Century-Fox publicity department here to get 
a good press coinciding with the general release 
of “ North to Alaska” this week. 


At a cocktail reception at the Savoy, Capucine 
spoke with obvious pleasure of the opportunity 


she was given of being a lively “ bad girl” in 
this light-hearted western. in which she stars 
with John Wayne. Stewart Granger and Fabian. 

The film. incidentally. was mentioned in the 
BBC’s “Picture Parade" programme after 
Christmas and there was, among other items. an 
interview with John Wayne. but, I gather. neither 
has pleased the industry entircly. 


+ + o 


MORE than 100 children were entertained at 
the annual film renters children’s party held at 
the Hammer Theatre. Wardour Street, during the 
Christmas holiday. 

Highlight of the evening was a talent contest 
in which nine prizes of books and cash were 
awarded. There was also a cash prize for every 
child who entered. 

Later the children whose ages ranged from two 
to 12 years. saw a programme of cartoon and 
three-dimensional films, and sang carols accom- 
panied by Bill Saunders on the accordion, Snowy, 
the Eldorado bear, served ice cream and Father 
Christmas provided sweets. 


+ + 7 


THE parents were not forgotten and were 
entertained in fine style, each mother receiving 


Unifilms had its first Manchester trade shows last month. Seen at a reception following the showings 

are, |. to r.: Tom Boardman, general manager, Buxton Theatre Circuit ; Graham Whitworth, Unifilms 

publicity manager; John Mapplebeck, The Guardian; John Aldridge, Manchester Evening News; Carl 

Stack, Unifilms director of sales; Gerry Twells, Jacey Cinemas; and Fred Isaac, Manchester Evening 
Chronicle 


a personal gift as she left. Compere for the 
evening was Jack Grey and funds for the party 
were raised by voluntary contributions. 

Started several years ago by Don Bradley. of 
ABC, the party has now become a highlight of 
the children’s pre-Christmas celebrations. Other 
members of Mr. Bradley's committee are: Dick 
Cannon (Granada), Maurice Young and G. 
Roberts (Anglo), Nat Gubbins (Unifilms), Jack 
Grey and Brian Goff (New Realm), and H. 
Poole (Hammer). 


+ + + 


ALTHOUGH for the first time in years th: 
Film Ball organised by Sheffield SCMA had no 
film star as a draw, the City Hall, Sheffield, on 
Friday, was still a capacity-attendance altraction 
and more than 1,000 people danced to the band 
of Cyril Stapleton. There were also prizes ga‘ore 

as usua!—including trips to Paris 

One star of the branch, however, was John 
Baldwin, manager of the Plaza, Wombwell, who, 
t was claimed, thad recruited more members to 
the Socicty than anyone in the country 

At the dinner which preceded the ball he was 
presented with a certificate of commendation by 
the branch chairman, R. K. Bul'eyment, and 
George W. Reddish, for many years the secre- 
tary, was made a life member He 
the Adelphi, Sheffield, to become manager 
hotel near Mabliecthonpe. 

Guests included Ald. Haroid S. Gent, chair 
man of Sheffield CEA and Mrs. Gent. and they 
were welcomed by Mr and Mrs 
and Roy Raistrick, national 
and Mrs. Raistrick. 


Bul‘eyment 
president SCMA, 


+ + + 


MANAGERS from twenty cinemas in the 
CMA No. 3 region met for luncheon at the 
Gaumont. Manchester, last week to say farewell 
to area theatre controller A. J. Rockett, who, 
on January 8, takes up a similar appointment in 
Scotland and the north-east coast. He will make 
Glasgow his headquarters. 

Chris H. Dracott (Odeon, Liverpool), who 
presided on behalf of the 47 managers in the 
region, presented Mr. and Mrs. Rockett with a 
handsome silver tea service 

“ Although we offer Mr. Rockett our heartiest 
congratulations on his new appointment,” he 
said, “ we managers feel we are losing a good 
counsellor and friend. In demanding the best 
of which every manager was capable, he has 
always shown sympathy and understanding 


whenever we have put 
lems, whether they were personal or connected 
with our theatres We wish him well in his 
new sphere of activity 
Mr. Rockett replied that he had 

Manchesier territory four years, not an easy 
four years by amy means, but managers had 
given him 100 per cent. co-operation He 
ihanked them for their support and good will. 


before him our prob- 


+ + - 


LATE news from British Lion is that “ The 
Pure Hell of St. Trinian’s,” in addition to its 
West End success. has been beating “I'm All 
Right Jack ” record figures in the Provinces. 

+ + + 

A NOTE from George Minter on an im- 
portant facet of our business—export 
George sends me some examples of the kind 
exploitation manual Renown is sending out 
in addition to the campaign shcet: very hand- 
some, indeed. 


f 


ol 


~ + + 


THE trade. particularly in the North. has lost 
one of its stalwarts by the death of John Killeya 
he had been associated with the cinema industry 
in Lancashire for over 30 years and wa 
man of the South and East 
of the CEA in 1951 and 1952. 

As a young man. John Killeya trained as an 
engineer and it was not until after the first 
World War that he came into the cinema busi- 
ness. He became supervisor of a Burnley 
circuit and managed the Empire. Burniey, and 
the Rialto, Rochdale. 

Later he took on the job of assistant in the 
fim booking department of Jacksons’s Amuse- 
ments and rose to become the company’s book- 
ng manager, a member of the board of direc- 
tors. and then managing director of Proprietory 
Theatres, Ltd ind of the New Enpire 
(Burnley), Ltd., as well as of Jackson's Amuse- 
ments. 

He retired only about 12 months ago. 


s chair- 
Lancashire branch 


+ + » 


JOHN COPLEY, of the 20th Century-Fox 
production department, asks me to express 
thanks to all his friends and colleagues for their 
kind messages of condolence on the death of his 
wife, Queenie.—The Stroller. 
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BolT paints a brighter picture 
with industry statistics 


CINEMA ATTENDANCES continued to fall 
in 1960 although the rate of decline, compared 
with previous years, was considerably less. The 
sumber of closures was less than in 1959, and 
average takings per admission showed an 
upward trend. 

According to 
lished ths week 


provisionally 


Board of Trade figures pub- 
admissions during the year are 
estimated at nearly 520 million, 
14 per cem than in 1959. This 
compares with declines of 17 per cemt. in 1957 
in? 1958, and 20 per cent. in 1959 


ibout lower 


,ross takings for the year are estimated at 
about £65 million, or 6 per cent. lower than in 
1959. and the average takings per admission are 
estimated at 30.0 pence compared with 27.7 
pence in the previous year 

The Board states: “ The principal reason for 
the higher takings in 1960 was the 
occurred in Janu- 
also been an upward 
takings in the course of the 


average 
imcrease in seat prices that 
There has 

t im average 


however 


The number of cinemas operating also 
declined from some 3,450 at the end of 1959 
3,100 at the end of 1960. However, 

nce notification of openings and closings may 
not be received until some time after the event 
net closures in 1960 were probably about 350 
compared with 440 in 1959. 


to about 


Average 


Admissions averaged over 
the year showed a fall of 
from 1959 

Over the 


all cinemas during 
about 4 per cent 


decline in the rate of 
admissions averaged over all cinemas has been 
slowed down because average cinema size has 
increased have been proportionately 
less heavy among the larger cinemas), states 
the Board 


Even so, it 


years, the 


(closures 


appears that in 1960. the decline 
iveraged over all cinemas was 
considerably less than for several years past.” 
The change in the average rate of admissions 
D cinema showed considerable variation 
through the year, according to the figures. In 
the spring the rate dropped to 8 or 9 per cent. 
below the same period of 1959, only to rise 
above the previous year in July and August. 
Then in the latter part of the year the rate 
dropped again and is estimated to have been 
about 3 per cent. lower than a year earlier. 


admissons 


DE LANE LEA 


Final figures for 1959 were also given by the 
Board of Trade. These showed that for cinemas 
open at the end of that year, their average 
capacity filled during the year was 19.3 per cent. 

this compares with 21.9 per cent. for 1958. 

Employment in cinemas dropped from 68.0 
thousand in December, 1958, to 60.2 thousand 
in December, 1959. 

Gross film rentals charged by film distribu- 
tors in 1959 were £19.3 million (compared with 
£21.4 million in 1958), of which £7.9 million 
was for British films (£8.4 million in 1958) and 
£10.9 million for films from the dollar area 
(£12.6 million in 1958). 


British film ties 
for top place 


4 BRITISH picture, Twentieth Century-Fox’s 
“Sons and Lovers,” and United Artists’ “ The 
Apartment,”’ have been voted the bes: films of 
1960 by the New York film critics. 

Jack Cardiff and Billy Wilder—respective direc- 
tors of the two top fiims—also tied in the voting 
for the best director of the year It was the 
first tie for these two places in the 26 years of 
voting 

Top acting honours went to Burt Lancaster 
for his performance in United Artists’ “ Elmer 
Gantry " and to Deborah Kerr for her role in 
Warner's “ The Sundowners.” Best screen-play 
went to “The Apartment,” scripted by Billy 
Wilder and I. A. L. Diamond 

The French film “ Hiroshima mon Amour” 
directed by Alain Resnais was voted best foreign 
fi'm 


20th Century-Fox 
appointments 


SAM REDFORD has been appointed sales 
manager for 20th-Fox with Frank Poole as assis- 
tamt sales manager P. Reeback has left the 
company. 

Mr. Redford, who was previously joint sales 
manager, joined 20th-Fox in 1954 as Northern 
district sales supervisor and subsequently moved 
to London to become assistant sales manager 
until 1959. 

Mr. Poole has been with the company since 
1939 im the capacities of office manager at 
London branch, manager at Leeds, and as head 
office sales executive since September, 1969. 


Sloan joins Open Road 


JOHN R. SLOAN has joined Carl Foreman’s 
Open Road Films Ltd. in a dual capacity; as 
assistant managing director of the company and 
as a producer. This appointment is to implement 
the augmented production—distribution arrange- 


JANUARY 5, 1961 


UA COMEDY CHOSEN 
FOR ROYAL SHOW 


United Artists’ “The Facts of Life” 
has been chosen for the Royal Film Per- 
formance to be held in the preseace of 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, 
Princess Margaret and Antony Armstrong- 
Jones at the Odeon, Leicester Square, on 
February 20. The performance will be in 
aid of the CTBF. 

The choice was by a unanimous decision 
of the selection committee headed by 
independent chairman Lord Radcliffe. 

Produced by Norman Panama and 
directed by Melvin Frank, “ The Facts of 
Life’ is a comedy starring Bob Hope and 
Lucille Ball. It marks a return to the 
screen for Miss Ball, who is appearing in 
the play of the same name on Broadway. 

A large number of seats for the per- 
formance have already been sold. Prices 
range from 25 guineas to one guinea and 
can be obtained from the CTBF at 72 
Dean Street, W.1, telephone Gerrard 4104, 
4199 and 9135. 


ment recently extended between Columbia and 
Open Road. 

First of the British productions which John 
Sloan will produce is “The Holiday,” from 
the novel by Constantine Fitzgibbon which is 
scheduled to go before the cameras in the 
summer under the direction of Joseph Losey. 


Rank chiefs to 
visit Belfast 


CONCLUDING their visits to Rank FD 
branches F. L. Thomas, managing director, and 
H. Boodson, general sales manager, wil! be in 
Belfast on January 23. 

The tour of the branches was a follow-up 
of a conference held in Manchester last Novem- 
ber and the intention was to emphasise the 
points made at the conference and to adapt 
them to the needs of the various areas. 


Bill Annett is SAA 
president again 


BILL ANNETT has been re-elected president 
of the Screen Advertising Association for 1961. 
Guy Presbury and D. M. Bennett are elected vice- 
presidents, Mr. Bennett replacing Peter Rackow. 

H. A. Bridges has relinquished his appointment 
as secretary and will be succeeded by Douglas 
Thomas, who will combine this office with his 
duties as accountant to Rank Screen Services. 
This is in accordance with the decision that the 
president for the time being will appoint an 
honorary secretary from within his own company. 

The Association's offices are now at, 11, Bel- 
grave Road, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 6633.) 


‘Conspiracy of Hearts’ 
for Punta del Este 


THE Rank Organisation production 
spiracy of Hearts” has been chosen as the 
official British entry at the Punta del Este, 
Uruguay, film festival from January 19-25. 

Produced by Betty Box and directed by Ralph 
Thomas, “Conspiracy of Hearts” stars Lilli 
Palmer, Sylvia Syms, Yvonne Mitchell, Ronald 
Lewis, Albert Lieven, and Peter Arne. 


* Con- 
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Manchester's twin 
Regals open again 
with first runs 


MANCHESTER’S' well-known Regal twin 
cinemas are open again. Star Associated Hold- 
ings, Ltd., spent £25,000 on renovations and 
improvements to the building and equipment 
since it took over a few months ago and now 
the twin cinemas will operate on a first-run 
basis. 

The cinemas retain their title but the auditoria. 
which are identical, have been given distinctive 
mames—the “ Romulus” and the “ Remus.” 


In the foyers is a life-size statue of Romulus 


and Remus with a she-wolf, finished in bronze. 


Decor is Wedgwood blue, gold and oyster. 

Seating at the rear of the auditoria has been 
altered and is now in stadium-like tiers to pro- 
vide a dress circle and give better viewing. New 
carpeting has been fitted. 

Strip lighting working in conjunction with the 
main theatre lighting helps patrons to find their 
seats during performances. Battery-operated 
emergency lighting has replaced the gas system. 

At the main entrance to the cimema there are 
loudspeakers connected to the theatres so that 
the usherettes can tell queueing patrons the 
number and category of seats which are avail- 
able. 

The Regal is the only cinema in Manchester 
to be equipped with “ Projectomatic.” Oil- 
fired boilers have been installed to heat the 
theatre. Neon lighting and interchangeable 
letter signs have been erected outside. In the 
entrance hall there is a miniature fountain. 
Nearby is a glass tank in which there is a baby 
alligator. 

In addition to a kiosk for the sale of sweets 
and confectionery, there is a “hot dog” 
machine for customers leaving the cinema. 

It took 57 men nearly seven weeks to com- 
plete the improvement scheme. 

Normally the same programmes will be 
shown in the two theatres, but there will be a 
difference of ten minutes in the timing so that 
both will not empty at the same time. 


Hoare leads ASFP 
for 14th year 


FRANK HOARE of Merton Park Productions 
has been re-elected president of the ASFP and 
now enters his 14th year in this office. Harry 
Field, of Associated British Pathe. has been 
re-elected vice-president for a second year. 

The association's executive council for 1961 is: 
President, Frank Hoare; vice-president, Harry 
Field; E. W. Beckett (Publicity Films); A. T. 
Burlinson (Films of Today); James Carr (World 
Wide Pictures); Jack Chambers (Animation Asso- 
ciates); Eric Dane (Pearl and Dean Produc- 
tions); James Garratt (TV Advertising); John 
Halas (Halas and Batchelor); Ralph N. May 
(Anvil Films); James Mellor (Editorial Film Pro- 
ductions): E. P. L. Pelly (Guild Holdings); and 
Lindsay Turner (Anglo Scottish Pictures). 

Founder and past-president, H. Bruce Woolfe, 
is a member of the executive council, ex officio. 


S.O disappointment 


HUNTINGDON magistrates have rejected an 
application made on behalf of the Grand and 
Hippodrome cinemas, Huntingdon. for a reduc- 
tion in the amount of the charity levy from 7} 
per cent. to 5 per cent. 


1961 


MGM promotion for 
Lester Brooks 


CHARLES GOLDSMITH, chairman and 
managing director of MGM here, has appointed 
Lester Brooks as assistant general sales manager. 

For the past two years, Mr. Brooks has been 
assistant to Douglas King, general sales manager. 


Unsuitable for Essex 

THE FILM “Private Property” has been 
banned by Essex County Council from exhibition 
in all cinemas in the county. It concerns the 
plot of two young Americans to seduce a woman 
negiected by her husband. 

A council spokesman said: “ The theme of the 
film is not suitable for public cinema entertain- 
ment, especially at a time when there is increas- 
ing public concern about the number of assaults 
and attacks on women.” 


‘Beat Girl’ ban 


THE Birmingham CEA Sunday Films Com- 
mittee states that the film “ Beat Girl” is not 
permitted to be shown on Sundays in the area 
covered by the licensing authorities who accept 
the findings of the committee. 


CEA BRANCH REPORT 


Trade could use third 
channel for toll-tv 


EDINBURGH AND SE SCOTLAND 

When the subject of toll-ty came up at the 
December mecting of the section, the chairman, 
1. D. “flacAlister, expressed some doubts if it 
were going to be the sweeping success that some 
claimed. “ The cost would run into millions of 
pounds,”’ he commented. “ And they might not 
find the films as easy to obtain as they think.” 

A. Shaw (Leslhic) said that in several cases in 
his area, the franchise had already been allocated 
by the local authority. Perhaps the best thing 
would be to ask the Postmaster General for a 
third tv channel on behalf of the exhibitors as 
a whole and send the toll-tv films over the air. 
In any event, the inde t exhibitors needed 
the advice of a skilled outside consultant to give 
them a chance to compete with the big organisa- 
tions. 

It was agreed to raise the matter at the AGM, 
of the Scottish branch in January. 

Bingo.—The Scction will also raise the ques- 
tion of the CEA-KRS policy about the use of 
cinemas for “ Bingo.” Strong resentment was 
expressed at the concept that an exhibitor could 
not do what he wished with his own hail. 

Major Walker (Broxburn) said that the KRS 
attitude was understandable enough, but the 
CEA’s tame acquiescence in the matter, was 
most surprising. 

he Secretary, T. G. Salmon, wondered if 
some exh*bitor, in a hard-pressed booking situa- 
tion and unable to obtain a usable programme, 
would be entitled to ask the KRS for compen- 


sation? 

Barring.—J. K. S. Poole (Synod Hall) was 
strongly supported when he urged that the 
Branch Barring Committees would be retained. 
He felt that advice from people on the spot was 
always valuable. 

George Gilchrist (Dunfermline) said that 
a number of local barring problems had 
resolved without bothering London at all. 

Dennis McGee pointed out that this had 
saved the participants the trouble and expense 
of the long trip to London. 

Cinema y.—The Secretary reported that 
the local Cinema Sunday had raised the satis- 
factory total of £1,200 all of which would go 
to the Scottish Cinema Trade Benevolent Fund. 

Chairman.—Derek Cameron (Dominion) was 
appointed Chairman of the 


mite 
een 


Section, 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


National 
Release 


I HAVE had my attention drawn to the 
reference to the National release being a “ pale 
shadow of the former Gaumiont circum release ” 
covered in your article under the heading Clash 
Of Interests in your December 15 issue. 

It is unfortunate that there is a consistent 
view concerning the National release which has 
not really been based on a factual examination 

Indeed, from the time when the National 
release was brought into operation, I have no 
hesitation in saying that the release was at least 
as good, if not better, than the old Gaumont 
release. Unfortunately, one distributor in parti- 
cular was very vocal at the time in trying to 
desiroy confidence in the Nationa! release, and 
equally unfortunately, many distributors followed 
this lead. 

We did, at the time the National release was 
brought into being, point out that the life of 
the average or poorer picture was going to bh 
more difficult in the future owing to the flexi- 
bility thus being introduced. For any worth-while 
picture, however, I am quite satisfied as a result 
of most careful examination, thai its release on 
the Nationa! circuit’ was just about comparable 
to that which could have been obtained had 
the Gaumont circuit continued in being. With 
the poorer picture, this is not so because there 
is greater flexibility in booking, particularly on 
the part of independents who make known their 
views in no uncertain way by booking wha 
regard as better product. 

This situation has basically come about owing 
to the shortage of really good consistent 
office fiims and the truth is that it is not the 
National release which is really the root of the 
trouble, but the lack of an adequate supply of 
films which have box-office drawing potential. 
As a result, it really means that there are only 
films of quality capable of supporting 
mically the two main circuits. The other 
some of which are reasonable in quality, but 
not too many, perforce play the Nationa! 
release. I say perforce because it is the distri- 
butors who have consistently insisted on either 
a Rank or ABC booking. notwithstanding that 
we have pointed out on every possible occasion 
that the consequence of this will be to destroy 
the cinemas in the National release 

Over the last year, therefore, that is what has 
happened, and the position is now arising where, 
through this process of attrition, the number of 
outlets on the National release is reducing, 
making it stil! less attraotive. 

It must be recognised, of course, that precisely 
this same process would have happened whether 
one called the theatres a National release or a 
Gaumont circuit, because one comes down to 
the fundamental fact that lack of sufficient films 
with box-office drawing power makes theatres 
uneconomic and causes their closure. 


KENNETH WINCKLES. 
Assistant Managing Director, 
The Rank Organisation. 
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Sales of films 
steady, but 


NEW YORK.—Free television has received a 
programming boost with the recent announce- 
ment of the sale to it of more post-48 features. 
A check towards the end of 1960 showed that 
20th Century-Fox, United Artists, Warners, 
Lippert, Columbia, via its Screen Gems affiliate, 
and Pine-Thomas had released 544 feature films 
to television, of which 415 were post-48, and 
129 were pre-1948. 

While the total ts impressive—equal to nearly 
the average of two years of production by 
Hollywood in this decade—it is still far short of 
the wholesale dumping that took place in 1953-54 
when the pre-48s went en masse to television. 

More films will be sold to television, but the 
numbers will be relatively small, compared both 
to the film companies’ total libraries and the 
demands of television 

To set the record straight, it should be noted 
that Fox has thus far sold a total of 522 pre-48 
and post-48 films to National Telefilm Asso- 
ciates United Artists Associates has 1,900 
features in television release inchuiding approxi- 
mately 400 post-48s; Lippert has sold a total of 
150 post-48 films to National Telefilm Associates. 


+ + + 


CONTINENTAL Distributing Inc. reports that 
Warner-Pathe'’s “ The Long and the Short and 
the Tall" has been chosen to represent Great 
Britain by authorities of the Argentine Film 
Festival which commences January 8. 

In addition to vying with films from more than 
20 nations, the entry will compete with “ Satur- 
day Night and Sunday Morning.” another British 
release already invited to the Festival. 

The unique double-entry situation came about 
under a regulation allowing its selection commit- 
tee to invite full-length feature films of special 
merit, regardless of whatever other films may 
previously have been chosen to represent their 
countries. 


+ + + 


THE LARGEST number of promotions from 
the ranks in the history of 20th Century-Fox’'s 
sales department have been announced by 
general sales manager Glenn Norris. The 
announcements constitute the second step in the 
reinforcement of the territorially autonomous 
structure of the company’s field forces as well as 
finalising the co-ordinationa] programme initiated 
with the establishment of the sales cabinet 

The creation of the sales cabinet. two retire- 


DE LANE LEA 
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to free tv are 
not startling 


ments and the creation of branch sales man- 
agerial posts sparked an international chain of 
promotions involving 63 employees at 11 20th 
Century-Fox branches in the U.S and Canada. 

While Mr. Norris retains responsibility for 
over-all results, the autonomous status of the 
branches attains added importance, for through 
the sales cabinet’s co-ordinators the field now 
has a decisive voice in determination of sales 
policies and procedural moves on all 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox pictures released in the domestic 
market. 

Moreover, the promotions, in every instance, 
according to the company, have strengthened the 
functioning capacities of the branches. Com- 
munications between the autonomous branches 
and the home office have also been substantially 
strengthened. 


7 + + 


NET EARNINGS for 1960 for American 
Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres Inc. will be at 
a record level and substantially ahead of last 
year, Leonard H. Goldenson, president, reported. 
Nine months net earnings for 1960 were 


to the net earnings for the full year 1959 of 
7,967,000 dollars or 1.87 dollars per share. 


+ 7 + 


AT THE annual meeting of stockholders of 
Allied Artists Pictures Corp. the following 
directors were re-elected for the coming year: 
S Broidy, George D. Burrows, Sherrill Corwin. 
Roger Hurlock, W. Ray Johnston, Edward 
Morey. Paul Porzelt, Herman Rifkin and Norton 
V. Ritchey. 

Following the stockholders meeting, a meeting 
of the board was held at which all the present 
officers were re-elected and Milton Segal was 
elected an assistant secretary. 

Mr. Broidy announced that the operations and 
its wholly owned subsidiaries for the first quarter 
of the present fiscal year which ended October 
| resulted in a net profit before Federal Income 
taxes of 286,380 dollars. This amount compares 
with a net profit before taxes of 652,600 dollars 
for the corresponding quarter of the previous 
year. The directors also authorised payment 
of a quarterly dividend of 134 cents per share 
on the company’s 54 per cent. cumulative 
convertible preferred stock payable to stock- 
holders of record December 2, 1960. 


+ + + 


DOT RECORDS, a subsidiary of Paramount 
Pictures Corporation, will gross in excess of 11 
million dollars in 1960, Randy Wood, presi- 
dent of the record company, has reported. 

With six weeks remaining in the year, Dot had 
already passed the ten million dollar mark in 
sales, declared Mr. Wood, putting the 1960 busi- 
ness nearly 30 per cent. ahead of 1959's gross 
sales of 8,600,000 dollars.—Mel Konecoff. 
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Harsh censorship 
laws shock 
French industry 


PARIS.—Proposed new censorship legislation 
has shocked the industry. For example, parents 
who allow their children to see the French 
equivaient of A films may be fined thiry 
shillings. 

The Minister of Information has made it 
clear that he does not want to upset the film 
industry, but simce the industry is against 
censorship aliogether there is likely to be a 
bitter struggie. 

The proposed constitution of the censorship 
panel remains more or less the same. Seven 
ministries will be represented, seven members 
of the industry, five specialists—psychologists 
and educationists and three representatives 
of various family associations. 

The industry can obvious!y easily be 
voted, and i won't like this, 

The panel is only consultative and the Minis- 
ter of Information wil] make a final decision 
about films. 

Scenarios will have to be submitted before 
shooting starts and any hardy producer who 
goes ahead despite an unfavourable decision 
wil do so at his own risk. 

The industry has always maintained 
scenario is worthless—even dangerous. 

Under the new plan a film can be banned 
completely to children under 18; if horrific, 
to children under 13; and also for export. 

Publicity will also come under the eye of 
the censor and so wi!] the sub-titles of foreign 
films. 

Finally, exhibitors will be completely _res- 
ponsible for enforcing the ban on children. 
They must post up the “Under 18 not ad- 
mitted " notices so that they can be easily seen 
and ask for proof of age if there is any doubt. 
Ignorance will not be accepted as an excuse. 
Fines can be imposed not only on the exhibi- 
tor, Dut a'so on the ticket collector. 

Adults accompanying children who make 
faise declarations about ages can also be fined. 
Even if the child goes to sce a film without the 
knowledge of its parents, they can still be fined. 


+ + + 

“LET'S MAKE LOVE” is considered an 
amt film when shown in so-called art theatres, 
but it is liable to full taxes when shown in 
ordinary, commercial cinemas 

Needless to say, this is resented by exhibi- 
tors. The so-called art theatres are something 
of an anomaly here. 

Their number is limited to 100 for the whole 
country, but the owners enjoy some rare 
privileges. These include modified and favour- 
able taxation and the right to show two features 
one of which need not be over ten years old. 

In return for these privileges these cinemas 
are supposed to show art films, educational 
films and pictures not produced for mass 
audiences. 

But recently at least half a dozen commer- 
cial films shown in the usual commercial houses 
have also been shown in art theatres. 

This is causing some resentment among ex- 
hibitors who are particularly angry following 
the Government's small tax cuts. 

Exhibitors are demanding that art theatres 
should not be permitted to show films which 
would normally be booked by other cinemas. 


+ + + 
ADMISSIONS went up by 5.07 per 
in the third quarter of 1960 compared with 
the same period in 1959. But admissions are 
stil down by 19.36 per cent. compared with 
1957.—Henry Kahn. 
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1961 


Reniows for Qhowwren 


New films at a glance 


R.T. and 
Title and Renter Certificate 


tEsther and the King ... 109 min. (A) 
(20th Century-Fox)—U.S 


*Hisand Hers ... 
(Eros)—British 


Love and the French- 
woman 
(Miracle)—French 


140 min. 


TMidnight Lace 
(Rank)—U.S 


*fSinger Not the Song, !32 min. 
The 
(Rank)—British 


*{Sundowners, The ... 124 min. 
(Warner-Pathe)—British 


Teenage Thunder 
(Eros)—U.S 


Where the Hot Wind 114 min. 
Biows 
(MGM)—Franco-Italian 


Youthful Sinners 
(Gala)—French 


(C) SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN 


Stars 


Joan Collins 
Richard Egan 
Denis O'Dea 


Terry-Thomas 
Janette Scott 
Wilfrid Hyde White 


Marie-Jose Nat 
Martine Carol 
Robert Lamoureux 


Doris Day 
Rex Harrison 
John Gavin 


Dirk Bogarde 
John Mills 
Mylene Demongeot 


Robert Mitchum ... 
Deborah Kerr 
Peter Ustinov 


Charles Courtney 
Melinda Byron 
Robert Fuller 


Gina Lollobrigida 

Marcello 
Mastroianni 

Yves Montand 


Pascale Petit 
Jacques Charrier 
Laurent Terzieff 


(CC) EXCELLENT FOR CHILDREN 
* BRITISH QUOTA PICTURE 


Remarks 


CinemaScope and Technicolor biblical spectacle 
“ inspired ” by the book of Esther. Story trite, 
acting indifferent and dialogue stilted, but sex 
angle heavily plugged, staging lavish and camera 
work first-class. 

Farcical comedy, unfolded in literary circles, about 
author who tries unsuccessfully to impose 
Arab way of life on his pretty suburban wife. 
Padding excessive and frequently unfunny, 
central idea novel, cast eager, feminine appeal 
obvious and settings good 

French made comedy-drama describing sex love 
from infancy to marriage, divorce and bigamy. 
Continuity a trifle jerky, but acting smooth, 
English commentary and sub-titles witty and 
woman's angle strong 

Eastman Color suspense melodrama concerning 
suave Englishman's beautiful and rich American 
wife who is very nearly scared to death for her 
money. Tale exciting though far-fetched, players 
first-class, femine appeal compelling, twist ending 
effective, star values big and staging lush 

CinemaScope and Eastman Color romantic melo- 
drama, set in remote Mexican village, dealing 
with a clash between a priest and a_ bandit. 
Story provocative, acting intelligent and forth- 
right, direction sensitive, sex interest adroitly 
handled, climax sad and sensational, backgrounds 
authentic and camera work superb 

Gay, amusing, tender and refreshingly down-to- 
earth Technicolor outdoor melodrama describ- 
ing life among Australian sheep drovers. Charac- 
terisation clever, treatment resourceful, human 
angle strong, humour crisp, dialogue sharp, 
feminine appeal warm, backgrounds ‘delightful 
and photography first-rate 

Teenage melodrama telling how sensitive lad and 
intolerant father settle their differences over a 
“hot rod."’ Tale artless, but cast adequate, 
sentiment popular, road racing sequences ex- 
hilarating and theme song catchy 

Franco-Italian romantic melodrama, given dubbed 

English dialogue, concerning fishing village belle 

who takes heavy toll from local males. Script 

uneven, but Gina Lollobrigida irresistible, sup- 
port all star and backgrounds authentic 

Mixed up adolescent’’ melodrama, made in 

France, about educated youth’s brief encounter 

with wild beatnik group. Tale scrappy, but 

acting good, romantic interest moving, jive 
sequences hectic, climax salutary and English 
sub-titles lucid 


tIN COLOUR 


Edited by JOSH BILLINGS 


Box-Office Angle 


Exploitable title and star 
hokum (C) 


Reliable British star and 
title light booking (C) 


Box-office art and com- 
mercial house novelty 
proposition (NC) 


Capital 
(C) 


general booking 


Outstanding British book- 
ing (C) 


Excellent British booking 
(C) 


Reliable “ second ” (C) 


Acceptable Continental 
title and star proposi- 
tion (NC) 


Good commercial and art 
house “ double bill ” 
(NC) 


(NC) NOT FOR CHILDREN 


The Sundowners 


Warner-Pathe. British (U). Photographed in 

Technicolor. Featuring Robert Mitchum, 

Deborah Kerr and Peter Ustinov. Produced and 

Directed by Fred Zinnemann. Screenplay by 

Isobel Lennart. Director of Photography, Jack 

Hildyard. Musical Director, Dimitri Tiomkin. 
124 minutes. Release February 27, 1961 


JOLLY, moving and refreshingly down-to- 


earth Technicolor outdoor melodrama. Adapted 
from Jon Cleary’s novel, it vividly describes the 
nomad life of a middle “twenties [rish-Australian 
sheep drover, his wife and fourteen-year-old son, 
and expresses practically every human emotion 
against appropriate small town and bush back- 
grounds before it arrives at its showmanlike 
“this is where we came in” ending. The story 
cocks a snook at conformity, but thanks to 
flawless acting by its popular stars and support- 
ing players and director Fred Zinnemann’s 


remarkable flair for creating atmosphere it grows 
on audiences and compels them to share the 
central characters’ thoughts and feelings. There 
is humour, occasional spectacle and, above all, 
warm and exciting detail. Women, let alone men, 
will revel in “The Sundowners.” Excellent 
British booking. 


Story.—Paddy Carmody, a lusty, free and casy 


continued on page 17 
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West End 


HOW WAS business at the cinema box-offices 
xcfore and immediately after Christmas? 
the “gen,” and I'll start as usual with 
London's great while way 
Tunes of Glory” (United Artists—British), 
the Scottish military melodrama, co-starring Alec 
Guinness and John Mills, opened at the Odeon, 
Leicester Square, on December | and has done 
a rip-roaring trade ever since. It departs from 
he Odeon today, but only because “ The Singer 
Not The Song” (Rank—CinemaScope—British) 


s due for a Royal premiere tonight. 
+ + + 


rHE FABULOUS Greck 
On Sunday (United Artists), knocked up seven 
sousand pounds during its first week ending 
November 24. It's maintaining this high figure 
xl is bound to stay put until its national circuit 
lease on January 23. Some sleeper! 


+ + + 
ELMER GANTRY 


rat debunks hot 
weil a he Leicester 


rybody's 


comedy, “ Never 


(United 


gospeller s 


Artisti), the 
is doing ex- 
Square Theatre Ii 
cup of tea, but a tre- 
Burt Lancaster in the 
t to popular taste. 


ne ve 
s performance by 


helps to flavour 


+ + + 


THE FOURTH and the biggest plum in the 
UA bag is, of course The Alamo” (Todd- 
AO) the Astoria, Charing Cross Road. The 
matinee business fell off a little just before the 
holidy ut now the youngsters are home it's 
use of packed ifternoon and 

, Parents their off- 

and young and old alike have nothing 

for John Wayne's mighty epic. 


nmouses every 


accompanying 


- + + 


© COMPLETE the UA success story, * The 
Of Life,” Bob Hope's latest, has been 
od for the Royal Film Performance. 


+ + + 
WHEN WARNER-PATHI gets a 


unlikely to appeal to the critics, « sen- 
efrains from press-showing it. “ The 
cle (Warner-Pathe—Technirama) is one 
film It was slipped into the Warner 


7 OuuROAD SHOWS 
35m r R r NTS 
The best answer... 


TECHNIRAMA 


A PRODUCT OF TECHNICOLOR 


picture 


by JOSH BILLINGS 


Theatre just before the holiday and, thanks to 
shrewd national press advertising, took a flyer. 
It's also clicked on general release. 


+ + + 

“THE WORLD OF SUZIE WONG ” (Para- 
mount—British) continues to score freely at the 
Plaza. And this in spite of the fact that the 
“live” play is packing the Prince of Wales 
Theatre. No need to gaze into the crystal ball 
to predict a rosy box-office future for ‘ Suzie.” 
There'll be no stage competition when it goes 
on tour. 


+ + + 


who have forgotten how to laugh 
are taking a refresher course at the Odeon, 
Marble Arch, where “The Pure Hell Of St. 
Trinian’s ” (British Lion—British) tops the bill. 
And so successful is the academic romp that 
the Odeon is nearly as hard to enter as Eton! 


+ 7 + 


FOR UNADULTERATED family 
ment there is nothing in the West End com- 
parable with “ Swiss Family Robinson” (Disney 

Panavision—British). It received a few carp- 
ing criticisms, but, no matter. kids of all ages 
are besieging Studio One, Oxford Street, and 
having a great time. 


+ + + 


“ THE MILLIONAIRESS ” (Twentieth 
Century-Fox—CinemaScope—British) has gone 
from strength to strength at the Rialto, Coven- 
try Street. Its days are, however, numbered, 
but only because “ Circle Of Deception ” (Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox—CinemaScope—British), a 
first-rate espionage and war film, must be shop 
windowed. 


PEOPLI 


entertain- 


+ . ~ 


JUST BEFORE the holiday “ Butterfield 8" 
(MGM—CinemaScope) was transferred from 
the Warner Theatre to the Ritz. The all-star X 
certificate opus is flourishing in its new home. 


* + + 


“ SHADOWS " (British Lion—American), the 
off-beat Negro melodrama, shows no signs of 
flagging at the Academy, Oxford Street. And, 
believe me, not all its cash customers are egg- 
heads or beatniks. The film has really wide 
appeal. 


+ + + 


THE OTHER British Lion X certificate, 
“Saturday Night And Sunday Morning” 
(Bryanston—British), is still taking tremendous 
sums at the Berkeley, Tottenham Court Road. 
Incidentally, it's supported by “Cool Sound 
From Hell” (Gala—Canadian). 


+ + + 
ANGLO’S “The Fall Of The House Of 
Usher” (CinemaScope—American) has settled 
down to darned good business at the Compton 
Cinema, Old Compton Sireet. It's an intelli- 
gent, as well as spine-chilling, thriller. 


+ + + 


NOW FOR the West End's “ foreign field,” 
which is broadening and yielding a rich harvest. 
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“LA DOLCE VITA” (Columbia—lItalian), 
playing at the Columbia, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
and the Curzon Cinema concurrently, has, 
despite its awkward running time, set up new 
records at both theatres. By the way, the film 
will be dubbed in English before its general 
release. How's that for painting the lily! 


+ 7 + 


THE CAMEO-POLY, Regent Street, is doing 
a burster with “ Love And The Frenchwoman ” 
(Miracle—French). The takings to date have 
exceeded those of any other film, British, 
American or foreign, featured at the hall. 


- 7 + 


GALA’S all X_ certificate international 
“double bill,” “Red Lips” (Italian) and “ The 
Bath Harem” (Japanese), has proved quite a 
turn-up at the Cameo-Royal, Charing Cross 
Road. It certainly offers a change from con- 
ventional fare. 


+ + + 


THE OTHER foreign money-spinners are 
“Shoot The Pianist” (Gala—French), “ Black 
Orpheus" (Curzon—Franco-Italian). * Love 
Now—Pay Later” (Gala—German), * L’Avven- 
tura” (Mondial—Franco-Italian), and last, but 
by no means least, “ The Green Mare’s Nest” 
(Cross-Channel—F ranscope—French). 


- + + 


NO, I HAVEN'T forgotten the “ hard ticket” 
jobs. “South Pacific (Twentieth Century-Fox 
—Todd-AO) celebrated its third Christmas week 
by collecting more money than ever at the 
Dominion, Tottenham Court Road. The musi- 
cal is definitely in a class of its own. 


+ + + 


“ BEN-HUR”™ (MGM — Panavision - Camera 
65) has, needless to say, been a complete sell-out 
at the Empire. It'll see the old Empire out and 
in all probability open the new! 


+ + 


IF YOU'RE thinking of asking for “ briefs” 
for * Spartacus’ (Rank-Universal—Super Tech- 
nirama 70) think again. The colossal spectacle 
is drawing the world, his wife and youngsters 
to the Metrovole, Victoria, and the free list has 
been suspended for months to come. Not that 
it was ever opened! 


+ + + 


JUST A WORD for “Can-Can”™ (Twentieth 
Century-Fox—CinemaScope), which spent a 
happy and prosperous Christmas at the Carlton, 
Haymarket, but mow gives way to “ Esther And 
The King" (Twentieth Century-Fox—Cinema- 
Scope), yet another Biblical melodrama. 


On release 


NO FESTIVE season could be complete with- 
out a Norman Wisdom comedy. I won't go so 
far asto say that “ The Bulldog Breed ” (Rank— 
British) is Norman's greatest, but it certainly 
didn’t deserve the cheap cracks made by the 
eggheads. Anyway, those who have booked 
“The Bulldog Breed "’ are having the last laugh. 
It's a wow! 


+ + + 


“THE 3 WORLDS OF GULLIVER” 
(Columbia—Superdynamation) went out on the 
National Circuit on December 19 and imme- 
diately clicked. The critics didn’t applaud the 


continued on page 16 
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1958—CARRY ON SERGEANT’ 


Third biggest grosser 


1959—CARRY ON NURSE’ 


Top grosser 


1960—CARRY ON CONSTABLE’ 


Third biggest grosser 


PETER ROGERS says 
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PINEWOOD STUDIOS" 
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Anglo strides to its biggest 
production schedule to date 


ANGLO AMALGAMATED has planned a 
reduls f British produc ns which is by fa 


ki mo ynny nsive in the history 


1 line-up of 
1s well as ma 
s including mors 
ction thrillers and the 
ilready immensely 
works of Edgar 


tributing the 

msociates 

ind Nat Cohen 
nging deals for 

well as Anglo 


cutting 
Craig 
nd William 
rkyn production. the film 
n Priggen and directed by 
the screenplay by Georges 
sed on the novel by Derek 
rooms Merton Park Studios 
Konga,” in Eastman Color and 
tography process SpectaMation 
rs Michael Cough, Margo Johns 
" 1 and Claire Gordon Executive pro- 
was Herman Cohen and John Lemont 
scted from the screenplay by Aben Kandel 
1 Herman Cohen 
in production at Shepperton under producers 
i . Lemont is a crime-drama 
w's headlines Entitled 
the film exposes the pro- 
The stars are Her 


Connery 


id most ambitious features 
Anglo will be “ The 


Patriots,” based on the 
Barlow 
ist “ The Patriots 
Brabourne 


Another 


best-selling novel by 
With a top international star 
will be produced by John 
ind directed by Lewis Gilbert 
production is “On The 
Fiddle based on a_ yet-to-be-published novel 
by R. F. Delderfield. Ben Fisz will produce this 
comedy-winner later in the year 

Julian Wintle and Leslie Parkyn will produce 
at Beaconsfield at least three major subjects for 
Anglo release during 1961 The first will have 

holiday camp setting, but titles and details 
xf the others are not yet finalised 


James 


comedy 


In addition to these major first feature pictures 
Anglo has three more of the “ Scotland Yard” 
ction thriller series in production at the moment. 
Chey are “ The Silent City.” ** Wings of Death ” 
nd “ Never. Never Murder.” which Jack Green- 
wood is producing at Merton Park Studios. Alan 
Davis directs the first two and Peter Duffell 
lirects the latter 

Other ttles now in the cutting rooms in this 
series include “ The Silent Weapon,” ** Evidence 
in Concrete’ and * The Grand Junction Case.” 
During 1960 Anglo acquired the film rights of 
50 of the works of the thriller writer Edgar 
Wallace. Supporting features based on the stories 
will be made for Anglo throughout the year at 
Merton Park, Beaconsfield and other studios. 

Two of the Edgar Wallace thrillers. “ Clue of 
the Twisted Candle and *“ The Man Who Was 
Nobody” are already proving highly successful 

n release and “ Marriage of Convenience” is 
due for release on the Rank Circuit on January 
t¢ Each of these pictures contains the theme 

usic “Man of Mystery which shot rapidly 
nto the Top Ten when recently recorded by 
The Shadows 

Other titles already in the cutting rooms 
include The Malpas Mystery and “ Partners 
n Crime.” Among subjects scheduled for early 
production are “ The Clue of the New Pin. 

Hang the Expense” and “ The Man at the 
Carlton,” 

Americean product for release by Anglo in the 

is headed by “ The Fall of the House of 

in CinemaScope and Eastman Color 
ed on the famous horror Edgar 
in Poe. 

The Fall of the House of Usher” is due 
for release on the ABC circuit on May | and 
stars Vincent Price 

Another Poe story filmed by 
national and due for release by 
Pit and the Pendulum.” 

Anglo’s schedule of American films for release 
during the next 12 months includes drama. big 
scale spectacle and comedy Among the titles 
ire: “ The Pirate of the Black Hawk ™ (colour 
and SuperCinescope) * Naked Venus ™: 

Journey to the Lost City” (colour): * Goliath 
ind the Dragon™ (colour): ‘“ Master of the 
World” (colour) “ Reptillicus ™ (colour) 

Talking Dog”: The ‘World in My Hands”: 

Journey to the Seventh Planet ” (colour): “ Ali 
Baba and the Seven Wonders of the World 

The Maid and the Martian™: “In the Year 
2889": and “ City in the Sea.” 


classic by 


American Inter- 
Anglo is “ The 


PROSPER WITH ANGLO! 


JANUARY 5, 1961 


Disney films get 
big coverage 
on tv and radio 


DURING the last three weeks, the Walt 
Disney organisation claims to have achieved the 
greatest blanket coverage on television and radio 
ever known in this country. 

Prominently featured in this special coverage, 
which, in effect, brought trailers into the homes 
of millions of viewers and listeners, were “ Swiss 
Family Robinson” and “ Pollyanna.” The fol- 
lowing is a detailed breakdown of the pro 
grammes concerned. 

December 19: An extract from “ Swiss Family 
Robinson’ was featured on the BBC's “ Blue 
Peter.” On the same evening, the BBC’s “ This 
Is Your Life’ programme featured John Mills 
and shots were included from “ Pollyanna ” and 
* Swiss Family Robinson,” together with a per- 
sonal appearance by Hayley Mills. 

December 20: 
Family 
gramme. 

December 22: 
Robinson” was 
Up.” 


Gordon Gow reviewed * Swiss 
Robinsor."" on the BBC's Light pro- 


An extract from “* Swiss Family 
featured on AR-TV’s “ Close- 


Excerpts 


Christmas Day: The BBC screened “ Walt 
Disney—The Man Who Has Become a Legend,” 
which showed excerpts from Disney films, past 
and present, including *“* Swiss Family Robinson,’ 
“ Pollyanna,” “The One Hundred and One 
Dalmatians,” “ The Parent Trap“ (Hayley Mills’ 
next picture), and “ Greyfriars Bobby.” 

On the same day, the BBC Home Service dealt 
with John Mills and included sound track items 
from “ Swiss Family Robinson” and * Pollyanna 

Boxing Day: Peter Noble played selections 
from the “ Pollyanna” long-playing record, on 
the BBC Light programme 

December 27: Janet Munro was featured in an 
AR-TV interview in “ Lucky Dip,” in which a 
“ Swiss Family Robinson” excerpt was shown. 
Also the John Mills family appeared in a repeat 
programme—* Family of Stars ""—on BBC radio. 

December 28: “Picture Parade” showed a 
“ Swiss Family Robinson" episode 

December 29: “Close-Up” ran scenes from 
* Pollyanna,” tying up with the film’s imminent 
release. 

January 1: BBC's “ Movie-Go-Round™ pro- 
gramme gave a potted version of “ Pollyanna’ 
over radio, with sound track excerpts. 


Interview 


January 4: “ Wednesday Magazine "—BBC 
TV—Hayley Mills was interviewed with her 
mother, when tne subject was “ Pollyanna” and 
her new film “ The Parent Trap.” 

“Swiss Family Robinson” has broken every 
record in the history of Studio One, Oxford 
Street, and is drawing long queues at every per- 
formance. It opened its London premiere season 
on December 23 to tremendous crowds—on 2 
day normally booked for last-minute Christmas 
shopping. 

On Christinas Eve and Boxing Day, the pic- 
ture did a burster, breaking every holiday record 
at Studio One, and on Tuesday business was 25 
per cent. above the Monday take. 

* Swiss Family Robinson" —in Technicolor 
and Panavision—stars John Mills, Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, James MacArthur, Janet Munro, Cecil 
Parker, Sessue Hayakawa and Kevin Corcoran. 
It was directed by Ken Annakin in Tobago. 


continued on page \4 
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RENTERS’ NEWS-—continued from page 12 


MGM is set to repeat 


its 


record-breaking year 


LAST year was a record-breaker for MGM 
ind 1961 holds equal promise with “ Ben-Hur,’ 
naw well into its second “year, continuing to 
dominate the screens of the world. 

Up to December 22, the picture had been seen 
by 16,943,257 people with 35,345 showings in 
286 theatres 

But while “Ben-Hur” is making motion 
picture history, the MGM schedule of releases 
for 1960 has produced a consistent flow of critica) 
ind box-office successes. Three closed out the 
old year and will be playing well into the new. 

Edna Ferber’s “Cimarron” had its world 
premiere in Oklahoma City on December 1 and 
the epic opened on a reserved seat basis during 
the Christmas-New Year season in Oklahoma 
City, Philadelphia, Los Angeles and Cincinnati. 
Additional engagements are set for New Orleans, 
Kansas City, Tulsa and Des Moines in early 
January and February, with openings in other 
key situations to follow 

Where The Boys Are,” also a holiday attrac- 
tion in key cities, has been selected by New 
York's Radio City Music Hall for presentation 
in January 

Dolores Hart George 
Mimicux, Jim Hutton, Paula 
Pierce and America’s popular 
Francis, head a youthful cast. 

A personal appearance tour to key cities 
hroughout America to introduce the picture and 
players to exhibitors, the press and the public 

mcluded with the picture's gala world premiere 


Yvette 
Maggie 
Connie 


Hamikon, 
Prentiss, 
singer 


THREE GIRLS - 


the Frey of Desperate Killers! 


in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, on December 21. 

“ Butterfield 8,” originally a Thanksgiving 
holiday release in the United States, is still going 
strong. It has broken the two-year records pre- 
viously held by “ Cat On A Hot Tin Roof” and 
“North By Northwest.” In England, “ Butter- 
field 8" is playing to packed houses at the Ritz 
Theatre, Leicester Square, following five highly 
successful weeks at the Warner Theatre. 

Another success of 1960 was “Home From 
the Hill,” which introduced three new stars. 
George Peppard, George Hamilton and Luana 
Patten. Others were “ Please Don’t Eat The 
Daisies " and “ Bells Are Ringing.” 

All three films played New York’s Radio City 
Music Hall for a total of 21 weeks, or more 
than 40 per cent. of the playing time there. 

“The Time Machine” was not only a notable 
success of 1960, but introduced Yvette Mimicux. 
who followed that film with “Where The 
Boys Are” and who is now before the cameras 
in “ The Four Horsemen Of The Apocalypse.” 

Consistent with MGM's development and bui!d- 
ing of new stars, 16-year-old Brigid Bazlen has 
been signed. She will be seen on the screen for 
the first time as Salome in “ King Of Kings,” a 
Samuel Bronston production for MGM release. 

Among the studio's other promising discoveries 
are Joyce Taylor in “ Atlantis, The Lost Con- 
tinent * and “* Ring Of Fire’ and Nancy Walkers 
in “Green Helmet.” All three pictures are 1961 
releases 


Another film scheduled for release early this 


.- 
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year is “* Go Naked In The World,” starring Gina 
Lollobrigida, Anthony Franciosa and. Ernest 
Borgnine. 

In various stages of editing, production or pre- 
paration are 44 pictures, which will carry the 
MGM schedule through 1961 and into 1962. 

They include “ Mutiny on the Bounty,” star- 
ring Marlon Brando and Trevor Howard. 

At the studio, “Spinster,”’ starring Shirley 
MacLaine, Laurence Harvey and Jack Hawkins 
is nearing completion. Scheduled to start in 
coming weeks are two novels, “ Ada” starring 
Susan Hayward and Dean Martin, “ Lady L” 
with Tony Curtis and Gina Lollobrigida. 

Also on the 1961 schedule is “ How The West 
Was Won,” to be filmed in Cinerama. 


‘Green Mare’ returns 
to West End stable 


“THE GREEN MARE’S NEST" which 
played for nearly six months in London last year, 
will return shortly for another West End season. 
The film is being re-booked throughout the 
country and in Glasgow is now in its seventh 
week after breaking all house records at the 
Classic. 

After playing for four weeks in Birmingham, 
the picture returned on Boxing Day for a week, 
but has now been held-over. In Manchester it 
was booked for a week, but played for five; at 
Leeds it played six weeks after hold-overs; and 
at Newcastle it has been re-booked after break- 
ing records during a two-week run. 

In Brighton, the film was also held-over for 
three weeks and has since been re-booked for 
Easter and once again later during the summer. 

“The Green Mare’s Nest” is produced and 
directed by Claude Autant-Lara and is distri- 
buted through Cross-Channel. 


continued on page 21 
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WORK has definitely been restarted on 20th 
Century-Fox’s mammoth production, “ Cleo- 
patra.” 

Producer Walter Wanger and director Rouben 
Mamoulian were at Pinewood immediately after 
Christmas supervising tests on Elizabeth Taylor, 
so that a choice can be made from nearly 30 
different costumes designed for her. 

The immense Alexandria harbour set on the 
lot has withstood the weather well, and actual 
shooting is due to start on Monday. 


+ + + 


SHOOTING has been completed at Bray 
Studios on Jon Penington’s production, “Shadow 
of the Cat,” and he is now preparing “ The 
Valiant” for his own company, BHP Films. 

With his co-directors, George Baxt and 
Richard Hatton, Jon is arranging to start shoot- 
ng in Italy in the Spring. The film will be 
directed by John Gilling from a script by Willis 
Hall and Keith Waterhouse, the team that 
the hit play “ Billy Liar” to its credit. 


has 


+ + + 


PLENTY of New Year activity at Shepperton. 
“Spare the Rod” and “ The Frightened City ” 
are still shooting. “The Kitchen™ started on 
January 2, with Ralph Bond producing for 
ACT: tests are taking place for “The Inno- 
cents," an Achilles Film production, producer 
Albert Fennell, director Jack Clayton: building 
for “Over the Odds,” a Jermyn production, 
which starts shooting on January 9, with Mike 
Forlong producing. Special effects work for 
“The Guns of Navarone”™ will also be taking 
place: and there will be the usual television 
commerc als. 


+ + + 


SIMULTANEOUSLY in production at Merton 
Park Studios are three more of the Scotland 
Yard action thriller series for release by Anglo 
Amalgamated. 

Jack Greenwood is the producer of all three 
and once again they feature criminologist Edgar 
Lustgarten. The first, “‘ Never-Never Murder,” 
is directed by Peter Duffell and the leading 
players are Russell Napier, Maurice Good, 
Genine Graham. Harriette Johns. This is fol- 
lowed by “The Silent City,” starring John 


Exploiting new designs and 
production techniques 
Animation 
Optical and special effects 


by GRAHAM CLARKE 


Welsh and directed by Alan Davis, who also 
directs “* Wings of Death,” which stars Harry 
H. Corbett, Simon Black and Sheila Fraser. 

All three were scripted by James Eastwood 
who has been responsible for most of the series. 


+ + * 


IN LINE with the type of controversial sub- 
ject that Hammer has been including in its 
production programmes lately is “ The Whites 
Grew Pale.” 

It will be adapted from the short novel of 
that name by Hugo Lous, publicity man for 
Columbia in Amsterdam, who has sold the com- 
plete screen, stage, book and television rights 
to Hammer. 


+ + + 


what can be 
started at 


FIRST in the series of 
its own productions, 
Monday this week. 

“Bomb in High Street.” a Foxwarren pro- 
duction for Butcher's release, is from a script 
by Ben Simcoe about two teenagers who have 
eloped and who get mixed up with a gang of 
safe-breakers on a site where an unexploded 
bomb has been discovered. 

Producer is Henry Passmore and the director 
Terry Bishop; the roles of the teenagers will be 
played by Susannah Leigh and Terry Palmer 

The film has a three-week schedule; two in 
the studio and one on location. 


called 
Walton on 


+ + + 


WELCOME new partnership in the British 
production scene is that of Bruce Newbery and 
Lionel Clyne. 

With their company, Newbery - Clyne 
Associates, which is asscciated with Unifilms, 
they have plans to produce a British feature 
comedy, “Write A Wrong,” and a drama 
adapted from T. S. Stribling’s book, 


ABPC ELSTREE. — “Lolita” (A.A), 
producer James B. Harris, director Stanley 
Kubrick: “The Roman g of Mrs. 
Stone” (A.A. for Warner Bros.), producer 
Louis de Rochemont, director Jose Quin- 
tero; “The Pursuers” (ty series), pro- 
duced by Ian Warren. 


BEACONSFIELD.—“ A Very Important 
Person” (Independent Artists for Rank), 
producers, Julian Wintle and Leslie Parkyn, 
director Ken Annakin. 


MERTON PARK. — “ Never-Never 
Murder,” director Peter Duffell: “ Wings 
of Death ” and “ The Silent City,” director, 
Alan Davis, producer Jack Greenwood (all 
for Anglo Amalgamated), Television com- 
mercials and documentaries. 


MGM BOREHAM WOOD. — “ Mr. 
Topaze” (Dimitri de Grunwald for 20th- 
Fox), producer Pierre Rouve. director Peter 
Sellers. 


PINEWOOD.—* Cleopatra” (20th Cen- 
tury-Fox), producer Walter Wanger, direc- 
tor, n Mamoulian; “ Flame in the 
— (Rank), producer-director Roy 

aker. 


SHOOTING NOW 
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“Fomombo"™; the latter film will be made in 
association with Bruce Newbery’s Californian 
company, Monego Films. 

Four supporting feature comedi¢cs are also in 
the Newbery-Clyne 1961-62 production 
programme. 


+ + + 


OF THE four projects planned by Associated 
British this year, two have yet to be given titles 
these are the second Charlie Drake and the 
second Tony Hancock productions. 

The other two features are the comedy 
“Operation Cheesecake,” and “* Tamahins,” 
from the novel by Thelma Niklaus, in which 
Elke Sommer will star. 


+ + + 


AN ADDITION to the MGM production 
programme is “A Matter of WHO,” which 
starts filming in Ehrwald, Austria, next Monday, 
January 9. 

This comedy suspense story is set against a 
background of the World Health Organ’‘sation 
(WHO for short) and stars Terry-Thomas, Alex 
Nicol and German actress Sonja Ziemann. A 
Foray production, it is produced by Walter 
Shenson and Milton Holmes (who also wrote 
the original soreenplay) and directed by Don 
Chaffey; lighting cameraman is Erwin Hillier 

After two weeks’ location the picture is due 
to return to MGM, Boreham Wood, for interiors 
and further location in and around London 

The news released last 
production 
Studios 


week of a six-feature 
programme at the MGM British 
dealt only with the pictures actually 
to be made by MGM 6British Studios 
Lid.. and did not include other Metro 
films that will be made here, such as “ Charlic 
s my Darling,” and “1 Thank a Fool 

For the first film on its British list, the modern 
version of Hedda Gabler, MGM 
for an_ international star 
Daughters " was specially written for comedian 
Eric Sykes by MGM contract writers, David 
Pursall and Jack Seddon. “ Postman’s Knock,” 
the comedy created for Spike Milhgan, has been 
scheduled to start in February or March 


is negotiating 
“ Village of 


* + + 


JOHN CHAMP has joined the staff of 
“ Kine.” as Studio Correspondent; and the first 
of his articles will appear in next week’s issue. 


SHEPPERTON. — “Spare the Rod” 
(Bryanston), producer Victor Lyndon, 
director Leslie Norman; “ The Frightened 
City” (Zodiac for Anglo Amalgamated) 
producers John Lemont and Leigh Vance 
director John Lemont; “The Kitchen” 
(ACT), producer Ralph Bond. 

TWICKENHAM. — “ Jungle 
(Theatrecraft for Regal), producer 
Coen, director Charles Saunders. 

WALTON.—* Bomb in High Street” 
(Foxwarren Films for Butcher's), producer 
Henry Passmore, director Terry Bishop 


Street ” 
Guido 


STUDIO FILM 
LABORATORIES | 
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AT LEAST five tv film series, and possibly 
three more, will be made in Britain during 1961 
~—the largest number of tv film projects carried 
out in this country since 1955. Four of the series 
will be produced by Independent Television Cor- 
poration, one in co-operation with ABC and one 
with The Rank Organisation. Two of the others 
will be completely financed by ITC. 


The first series (“King of the Seas” is its 
tentative title) will be 39 half-hour ep'sodes 
based on the adventures of Sir Francis Drake. 
The films wil be made at Associated British 
stuchos, Elstree. under the overal' supervision of 
Leslie Harris, head of production for ITC. The 
producer will be Anthony Bushell and co- 
producer Harry Fine 

Bushell will start shooting at the studios early 
in April. During the next week or so he will 
take a unit for location work in and around 
Malta. “King of the Seas” will be the first 
series made specifically for children. 

Howard Thomas, managing direcior of ABC, 
said this week lt is our policy, with ATV. to 
provide week-end programmes for children and 
we thought that a filmed series would be a 
prestige boost to both companies and 
should do well not only here but in the Com- 
monwealth. The Australian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration also has a financial participation.” 

The second ITC series is “ Ghost Squad,” a 
pilot of which has been made at Walton studios 
by Connery Chappell, starring William Franklyn 
ind Donald Wolfit. “ Ghost Squad” is based 
on the best-<elling book by Tom Tullett, 
Sunday Pictorial crime reporter. and deals with 
the undercover work by Scotland Yard's plain 
clothes men 

kh is likely 
will be 60 minutes 


great 


that each episode in this series 
Production of “ Ghost 
Squad" is expected to begin during May or 
June at either Pinewood or Walton studios. 

The third ITC series is “ Mr. Riviera ™ 
American actor Charles Drake, and is a 
minute adventure series taking place against 
Riviera background Producer of “Mr 
Riviera” is Dennis O'Day. Production is 
expected to start between June and July. 

The fourth ITC series is entitled “ Mike 
Mercury And the Super Car™ and will be 26 
puppet films for children. Production here is 
expected to begin in late autumn ths year 

Commenting on ATV's “ biggest film ven- 
ure,” Val Parnell said this week: “As you 


by TONY GRUNER 


know, we have been pioneers of this branch of 
the tv industry and our success in this field both 
in America and elsewhere in the world justifies 
our confidence that there is a great potential 
market for our products.” 

Associated British will also make a further 
13 episodes in the “Journey of a Lifetime" 
series, the first episode of which was shown 
last Sunday on the network. “Journey of a 
Lifetime " was devised by Eric Fletaher, deputy 
chairman of ABPC, with Howard Thomas in 
consukation with Mary Field, children’s pro- 
gramme adviser to ABC. 


It traces the story of a modern young couple 
who re-disctover the land of the bible and the 
scenes of well-known biblical events. 

Last week Dr. Fletcher led a team to the 
Holy Land to survey the ground for the next 
13 films. Already 30 further stories from the 
Bible have been selected by Fletcher which will 
be illustrated in his next 13 films. 

“Journey of a Lifetime” will be produced 
by Terry Ashwood, gencral manager of AB- 
Pathe and directed by Freddy Good. 

They are being filmed in colour and black 
and white and altogether 39 quarter-hour 
episodes are planned for this series. 

The BBC goes into production at MGM Bore- 
ham Wood studios with 39 episodes of “ Zero 
One” the MGM project based on the true-life 
series of air-line detective Donald Fish which 
were published in the Sunday Times. 

Production starts in three to four months’ 
time and the executive producer will probably 
be an American brought over by MGM. Dona!d 
Wilson will be script editor in chief of the 
series, 

The Danzigers start a new series at their 
Elstree studios, “ Ali Baba” which will be 39 
half-hour films based on the Arabian Nights 
character. This will be a live action serics. 

A number of other series are being contem- 
plated including “Sinbad the Sailor” by 
Charles Schneer, using the SuperDyramation 
process for tv, a possble sequel by Crestview 
Productions to its present series with Louis 
Haywerd, “The Avengers” and a new ser'es 
from Hannah Fisher, the title of which is un- 
known 

It does look as if the tv film business will 
enjoy greater activity in the United Kingdom 
than it has known for a long while. 


GOLDEN ORANGE 
1/. 


ORANGE or LEMON 
6d 


A COOL BEST-SELLER! 
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YOUR FILMS 


continued from page 10 


screen version of Jonathan Swift's satire, but 
the film, a brilliant technical job, definitely 
caught the populars’ imagination. It’s been 
quite a turn-up. 


+ + + 


FEW FILMS have had a more patronising 
press than “G.I, Blues” (Paramount), the Elvis 
Presley musical. ] liked the picture, out 
frankly wondered how it would do among the 
nobs. My worries are over. The film scored 
with hike fluency in every type of hall. 


* + + 


AS I REMARKED earlier, the long-ha'red 
boys and girls were given no chance to sharpen 
their fangs on “ The Miracle “ (Warner-Pathe- 
Technirama). The religious spectacle easily 
leads the ABC c-rcuit releases. 


+ + + 
*“ CINDERFELLA ” (Paramount), the newest 
Jerry Lewis comedy, is doing good average busi- 
ness. Jerry has a loyal following and all his 
films are safe “horses for courses” bets. 


+ + + 


1 THOUGHT “ Song Without End” (Colum- 
bia—CinemaScope) was a sitter for good-class 
situations and a problematical proposition for 
others. Although it’s now on the third leg of 
its London runs, it’s set no box-office pattern. 


+ + + 


“NO KIDDING” (Anglo Amalgamated 
British) has found the going a little heavy in 
London and the West Country, but is tearing up 
trees in Midland and Northern situations. It's 
supported by “The Man Who Was Nobody 
(Anglo Amalgamated—British), the first of the 
Edgar Wallace sixty minute thrillers, and I hear 
this pilot film has been warmly received. 


+ + + 
COLUMBIA-HAMMER’S all colour U cer- 
tificate British “double bill,” “ Sword of 
Sherwood Forest” and “ Visa to Canton,” star- 
ted slowly on release, but is doing nicely around 
the provinces. Maybe London aud ences are 
getting too sophisticated. 


+ + + 
“*BEAT’ GIRL” (Renown -British) did 
extremely well during the tcklish pre-Christmas 
period. The X certificate opus has strong beat- 
nik and espresso coffee bar appeal and it’s one 
to remember once the kids return to school. 


+ + + 
“TOO HOT TO HANDLE ™ (Warner-Pathe— 
British), the sizzling Soho melodrama featuring 
the amply uoholstered Jayne Mansfield, has 
registered in tough spots. I'm not surprised, it’s 
an explosive and exploitable package. 


+ + + 
RIGHT UP until Christmas the Rank circuit 
put its trust in top-tine re-issue “ double bills. 
The policy paid off. 
+ + + 


WHILE ON the 
here’s a bill that’s 
Pathe’s “Calamity Jane” 
Doris Day, and “ Last 
featuring Alec Guinness. 


+ + + 


THAT'S ALL, folks, and every good wish for 
the New Year. 


revivals, 
Warner- 
starring 
(British) 


subject of 

gilt-edged. 
(American) 
Holiday ” 
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Irish-Australian sheep drover, his wife, Ida, and 
his fourteen-year-old son, Sean, possess nothin 
but a wagon, an old horse and a tent. Ida an 
Sean secretly yearn for a permanent home, but 
when they see a farm for sale near Bulinga 
Paddy, terrified by the idea of settling down. 
immediately takes a job driving a vast flock of 
sheep four hundred miles to Cawndilla. 
Vanneker, a cultured, happy-go-lucky, bearded 
— remittance man, joins them. They survive 
a forest fire and safely deliver the sheep and 
Paddy, Ida, Sean and Vanneker find employment 
at Wattle Run, a station owned by Halstead, a 
somewhat superior person. Ida makes friends 
with Jean, Halstead’s ex-socialite wife, and Liz, 
pregnam spouse of Bluey, a workers’ representa- 
tive. Mrs. Firth, the gay local innkeeper, throws 
her cap at Vanneker, but he edges away. Later, 
Paddy wins two hundred pounds and a racehorse 
and Sean, riding the animal, named Sundowner, 
comes in first at a remote track. Paddy sees a 
new roving life ahead, but Ida and Sean still 
want a place of their own. Paddy eventually 
agrees, but gambles away the farm deposit money 
and the Carmodys and Vanneker again take to 
the road. 


Production.—The picture, which mirrors life 
in the Australian bush following World War I 
with uncanny and compulsive accuracy, never 
strives for effect. Paddy and Ida are real people 
and their conflicting temperaments give the story 
impetus without causing bitterness or resent- 
ment. Robert Mitchum contributes a man’s size 
performance as the fun-loving, big-hearted 
Paddy, Deborah Kerr looks and acts the part as 
the hard-working, understanding Ida, Peter 
Ustinov furnishes apt light relief as confirmed 
bachelor Vanneker, and Michael Anderson, Jr., 
is a likeable Sean. Glynis Johns, Dina Merrill, 
Lola Brooks and John Meillon also deserve a 
hand as Mrs. Firth, Jean, Liz and Bluey. The 
encounters between Vanneker and Mrs. Firth are 
most amusing, the forest fire carries a big thrill, 
a sheep-shearing contest further heightens 
interest, the anguish of Liz’s confinement ts art- 
fully offset by Bluey’s ill-timed bottle bashing, 
the racing sequences are realistic and the fade- 
out is logical. Delightful exteriors, brilliantly 
photographed, and a fine musical score complete 
the box-office oracle. 


Points of Appeal.—Fascinating tale, stars, first 
class acting, superb direction, compelling femi- 
nine angle, marvellous scenery, crisp dialogue, 
Technicolor and U certificate. 


The Singer Not the Song 


Rank. British (U). 
in Eastman Color. Featuring Dirk Bogarde, John 


CinemaScope. Photographed 


Mills and Mylene Demongeot. Produced and 

Directed by Roy Baker. Screenplay by Nigel 

Baichin. Director of Photography, Otto Heller. 

Musical Director, Philip Green. 132 minutes. 
Release February 20, 1961 


“THE WORLD, the flesh and the devil” 
CinemaScope and Eastman Color melodrama, 
pivoting On a remote Mexican small town. 
Suggested by Audrey Erskine Lindop’s novel, it 
concerns an Irish priest and a two-gun bandit 
whose paths cross in circumstances that prove 
that neither is so white nor so black as be is 
painted. The subtle intrusion of sex quickens 
interest and, following some impressive, though 
slightly uneven, acting by John Mills and Dirk 
Bogarde as saint and sinner respectively, the 
play soars to a theatrically effective, if somewhat 
grisly climax during which both men’s slates are 
wiped clean. Its authentic Mexican backgrounds, 
finely photographed, amplify its spiritual over- 
tones, and the musical accompaniment, too, is 
inspired. Outstanding British title and star 
booking. 


Story.—Father Keogh, a forthright Irish priest, 
relieves Father Gomez, an a man, at 
Quantana, Mexico, because the latter cannot 
battle against Anacleto, a power crazy renegade. 
Father Keogh openly defies Anacieto and per- 
suades many to attend church, including Locha, 


1961 


sixteen-year-old daughter of a wealthy land- 
owner. Anaclieto and his mob never let up, but 
one day Old Uncle, Anacleto’s right hand man, 
gets drunk and confesses his sins—and Anacleto’s 
—to Father Keogh. Anacleto kills Old Uncle in 
self defence, but wisely leaves town. He returns 
a year later, Father Keogh gives him a roof and 
he studies the teachings of the Church. It sub- 
sequently transpires that Locha loves Father 
Keogh and her parents hurriedly arrange her 
betrothal to a young American. When Anacleto 
tells Locha that Father Keogh will perform the 
marriage ceremony she can't go through with it. 
Anacleto whisks her away and then hastens back 
to Quantana and tells Father Keogh the truth. 
Father Keogh admits that he reciprocates Locha’s 
love and his conscience bothers him. In _ his 
dilemma, he turns on Anacleto and the 
police arrest him. Anacleto escapes, but is fatally 
wounded. Father Keogh rushes to Anacleto’s 
aid, but is himself shot and both men die. 


Production.—The picture’s opposite leading 
characters rub each other the wrong-—and the 
right—-way and angry and divine sparks fly as 
the friction is intensified. Dirk Bogarde lacks 
stature at the start, but gains height as the story 
unfolds as Anacleto, John Mills, none too sure of 
his Irish brogue, also steadily expands his role 
and wins considerable sympathy towards the 
finish as Father Keogh, Mylene Demongeot 
registers as the guileless and tantalising Locha. 
and Laurence Naismith contributes a powerful 
cameo as the drunken, trigger-happy Old Uncle. 
The rest are more than adequate. There is some 
slack during the first half, although Anacleto 
and his henchmen are free with their guns, but 
momentum increases as soon as it becomes 
apparent that Locha loves Father Keogh and 
that he, a victim of self deception, responds. The 
revelation sublimates and humanises the drama 
and paves the way to an honours even, if sad, 
ending. Its flawlessly composed exteriors under- 
line the highlights, and the camera work is 
masterly. 


Points of Appeal.—Provocative, suspenseful 
and heart-rending tale, box-office stars, obvious 
feminine angle, intriguing title, CinemaScope, 
Eastman Color and U certificate. 


Midnight Lace 


Rank-U niversal. American. (A) Photographed in 
Eastman Color. Featuring Doris Day. Rex 
Harrison and John Gavin. Produced by Ross 
Hunter and Martin Melcher. Directed by David 
Miller. Screenplay by Ivan Goff and Ben 
Roberts, Director of Photography, Russell Metty. 
Musical Director, Frank Skinner. 108 minutes. 
Release, March 6, 1961 


PLATINUM-PLATED suspense melodrama, 
based on Janet Green's play, “ Matilda Shouted 
Fire.” Sprayed with g’orious Eastman Color, it's 
about the beautiful and rich American wife of 
an English financier who, while residing in 
London, is nearly scared to death for her money 
by @ person or persons unknown until the very 
last reel. The package is highly confected, but 
the easy expertise of its star-decked cast, adroitly 
handied, to say nothing of de-luxe wrappings. 
convert its improbabilitices into diverting and 
chilling screen fare. And since Doris Day, the 
Forces’ favourite, and Rex Harrison, the stage 
and screen number one ladies’ man, share the 
acting honours, it’s practically home before it 
starts. Capital general booking. 


Story.—Kit, wealthy and comely American wife 
of Tony Preston, a suave British financier, living 
in London's West End, is threatened by a strange 
voice coming out from the fog. Later, Brian 
Younger, a handsome building contractor, saves 
her when a girder falls nearby. The odd activities 
of Ma‘colm, her ailing housekeeper’s ne’er-do- 
well son. also worry Kit, but Peggy, a pretty 
neighbour whose husband is at sea, comforts 
her. Tony, although doubting Kit’s story of 
close shaves and inysterious telephone calls, takes 
her to Inspector Byrnes at Scotland Yard, but he. 
too, is sceptical. A visit by Aunt Bea, Kit’s 
favourite relative, cheers up Kit, but subsequently 
Charies Manning. treasurer of Kit’s company and 
Aunt Bea’s old flame. is suspecied of cooking 
her firm’s books. More uncomfortable things 
happen to Kit and the threatening phone calls 
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continue, but, despite the fact that Peggy 
believes Kit, Tony accuses Kit of lying in order 
to wim greater attention. Kit almost goes mad 
with fear, but a last-minute twist reveals her 
tormentor aad his accomplice. 

Production.—The picture, which firmly holds 
an Agatha Christic-like “ who-dunnit " between 
lossy woman's magazine boards, cleverly skirts 
oopholes as it weaves ts way ¢hr sumptuous 
apartment and elegant, if shightly izarre, May- 
fair streets to its sunprise climax. Doris Day 
gives a thoroughly convincing performance as 
the frightened Kit, Rex Harrison has a smooth 
manner and introduces some humour without 
taking the sing out of the tale’s ending as Tony, 
and John Gavin, Myrna Loy, Natasha Parry 
Herbert Marshal! and John Williams are respon- 
sible for neat, shrewdly contrasted supporting 
cameos. The polished acting and resourceful 
direction prevemt the red herrings from smell.ag 
too fishy, the comedy asides are apt and the 
finale is nerve tingling. Moreover, the dialogue 
frequently crackles and the heroine’s wardrobe 
is enough to make the average housewife gasp 


Po'nts of Appeal.—Gripping tale, box-office 
stars, rich staging, showmanlike ending, intriguing 
title and Eastman Color. 


Esther and the King 


Twentieth Century-Fox. American, (A) Cinema- 
Scope. Photographed in Technicolor. Featur- 
ing Joan Collins, Richard Egan and Denis O' Dea 
Produced and Directed by Raoul Walsh. Screen- 
play by Raoul Walsh and Michael Elkins. Direct- 
or of Photography, Mario Bava. Music by 
Francesco Lavagnino and Robert Nicolosi. 109 
minutes. Release February 27, 1961 


CINEMASCOPE and Technicolor  spec- 
tacle concentrating on the carnal, rather 
than the ‘spiritual, aspect of the Book of 
Esther. It tes how the association between 
the Persian King Ahasucrus and Esther, a 
beautiful Jewess, led to freedom for persecuted 
Jews, but freely indulges in striptease before 
making its poim. The acting of the internationa! 
cast is no better than the garbled Bible story 
deserves, but the emphasis on sex should bring 
the opus some box-office reward Exploitab‘e 
title and star hokum. 


Story.—Ahasuerus, King of Persia, orders his 
unfaithful wife, Vashti, to be ‘banished, bui 
Haman, the King’s ambitious chief minister and 
one of Vashti’s lovers, has her murdered. An 
ancient law decrees that a new Queen musi be 
selected from the kingdom's most rav shing 
virgins, and Esther, a lovely Jewess about to 
marry Simon, e handsome soldier, is grabbed by 
cavalrymen and taken to the palace. Mordecai 
Esther’s councillor uncle, persuades Esther to try 
for the Queen’s crown so that she can help her 
people, cruelly oppressed by Haman. Esther is 
made Queen and despite Haman's treachery and 
hostility becomes devoted to Ahasuerus. Piot- 
ting against the King, Haman uses the Jews as 
scapegoats and causes Esther and the King to 
part. Later, the King, aided by the Jews, turns 
the tables on Haman, who hangs on the scaffold 
he had buikt for Mordecai. Esther and the King 
are then reunited. 


Production.—The picture opens impressively by 
showing Ahasuerus leading his victorious army 
and ends, following the celebration of the Purim 
on a lofty note, but its midriff amounts to little 
more than clumsy court intrigue. Joan Collins 
tooks a treat. but displays no warmth or acting 
ability as Esther, Richard Egan is self-conscious 
in the “clobber” of the period as Ahasuerus. 
and Sergio Fantoni makes a transparent villain 
as Haman, but Denis O'Dea is a dignified Mor- 
decai, and Daniella Rocca sports a_ breathtaking 
plunging neckline as the short-lived Queen Vasht) 
The Jews’ plight and their deliverance from Jew- 
baiter Haman receives scant consideration and 
there are only a few battle sequences, but lightly 
clad concubines abound and they “dress the 
house.” As for the dialogue, i's an incredible 
jumble of the archaic and the modern. The 
camera work is, however, fifst-class. 


Points of Appeal.—Title, stars, sex, spectacle. 
me Technicolor and obvious selling 
angles. 


His and Hers 


Eros. British (U). Featuring Terry-Thomas, 
Janette Scott and Wilfrid Hyde White. Produced 
by Hal E. Chester. Directed by Brian Desmond 
Hurst. Screenplay by Stanley Mann, Jan and 
Mark Lowell. Director of Photography, Ted 
Scaife. Musical Director, John Addison. 93 
minutes. Release January 23, 1961 


FARCICAL comedy unfolded in _iiterar 
circles. It's about a wily, best-selling wavel- 
author who, following hectic desert experiences, 
goes all Bedouin, but is soon told by his pretty 
suburban wife what to do with her yashmak. The 
popular and talented co-stars, guest artists and 
supporting players work hard, but their energies 
are frequently wasted. The fault is not theirs, but 
a script that buries a bright central idea beneath 
laboured and often unfunny extraneous maiter. 
There is, however, no denying the film's selling 
angles. Reliable British star and title light 
Dooking 

Story..-A_ publicity 
Lunion, an astute 
thing when Reggic 


stum devised by Charles 
publisher, becomes the real 
Blake, a well known travel- 
author, is lost in the desert. Later, Reggie returns 
home, but, having sampled the Bedouin way of 
expects his young wife, Fran, to adopt it. 
flatly refuses and Reggie occupies one part 
house and Fran and their small son the 
Simone, a seductive French camera- 
woman, visits Reggie, and Fran, jealous, writes 
a book lampooning Reggie. She also plans a 
divorce, but changes her mind and asks Charles 
© lure Simone from Reggie. Charles finds the 
task agreeable, and, after Reggie and Fran are 
reconciled and each writes a best-seller, Charles 
picks one of four wives presented to Reggie by 
douin chief for himself. The usual twenty 

five per cent. cut! 

Production.._The picture sets out to debunk 
the best-seller novelist and the publicity racket, 
but every now and again gets bogged down in 
conventional domestic “rough house’ and 
finally falls back on a stagy drunk scene and a 
Chelsea beatnik party for laughs. Terry-Thomas 
mvas a restless and exditeable portrayal as 
Reggie, Janette Scott seldom misses a trick as 
Fran, Wilfrid Hyde White and Nicole Maurey 
never let up as Charles and Simone, and Kenneth 
Connor, Joan Sims and Kenneth Williams make 
1 few bricks without straw as guest artistes, but 

itte of Billy Lambert as the Blakes’ offspring 
goes a long, long way. Yet resourceful as the 
adult players are the untidy blue-print prevents 
them from keeping the fun at concert pitch. The 
comedy’s obvious feminine angle is its sheet 
anchor 

Points of Appeal. 
artful distaff slant, 
ibel, quota ticket 


Intermittent 
box-office 
and U 


rib-tickling 
Slars, provocative 


certificate. 


Teenage Thunder 


Eros. American (U} 
Melinda Byron and Roberi Fuller. Produced by 


Featuring Charles Courtney 


Jacques Marquette. Directed by Paul Helmick 


minutes. Release January 16, 1961 

TEENAGE melodrama. It tells how a sensitive 
lad and his intolerant father finally settle their 
differences over the former's “ hot-rod.” The 
tale is artless, but popular sentiment, heiehtened 

1 catchy signature tune, and some “I dare 
you road racing cke out its not inconsiderable 
unning time. It'll get by in the average hall 
Reliable “ second.’ 

Story.—Johnny, a motherless youth, is a 
motor racing enthusiast, but his father, Frank 
Simpson, strongly disapproves of “ hot-rod ™ 
cars. Frank also insists that his son gives up his 
holiday job with Bert Morrison, an understand- 
ing garage owner. Johnny and his girl friend, 
Betty, are goaded by Mauri, a tricky youth, and 
run into trouble speeding. Frank upbraids 
Johnny and Johnny “ borrows” a racing car 
Bert had entered for a big race in his cripoled 
son's name and sheers off. Johnny returns on the 
day of the race and drives the car to victory, 
beating Mauri. Frank, now more tolerant, buys 
the winning car for Johnny 

Production._-The picture makes no serious 
attempt to indict headstrong youth or crabby 
“ old age.” but at least it covers familiar ground 
at a fair lick. Charles Courtney convinces as 
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Johany, Melinda Byron pleases as Betty, and 
Robert Fuller, Tyler McVey and Paul Bryar are 
adequate in stock roles as Mauri, Frank and 
Bert. Tender romance effectively punctuates fist 
fights and “hot-rod” racing, and the happy 
ending is artfully contrived. 


Points of Appeal.—Straightforward tale, sound 
cast, lively pace, title and U certificate. 


Where the Hot Wind Blows 


MGM. Franco-ltalian (X). 
Lollobrigida, Marcello Mastroianni and Yves 
Montand. Produced by Jacques Bar. Directed 
and written by Jules Dassin. Director of Photo- 
graphy, Otello Martelli. Musical Director, 
Roman Viad. 114 minutes. Release not fixed 


ROMANTIC comedy melodrama, 
Italian production dubbed in English. Adapted 
from Roger Vailland’s novel, it concerns a 
Sicilian fishing village belle who takes a heavy 
toll from the local males before she wins her 
heart's desire. The cast is headed by Gina 
(Solomon and Sheba) Lollobrigida, Marcello (La 
Dolce Vita) Mastroianni, elina (Never On 
Sunday) Mercouri, and Yves (Let's Make Love) 
Montand, and Jules (Never On Sunday) Dassin 
directs, yet, for all its wealth of talent, the film 
blows cold as well as hot. Its uneven tempera- 
ture, let alone its length, makes it somewhat 
hard to take, but its attractive billing should 
comfortably combat sales resistance. Acceptable 
Continental title and star proposition. 


Story. ‘Marietta, a curvacious young woman, 
works for Don Cesare, elderly overlord of Porto 
Manocore, a poverty-stricken fishing village. 
Matteo Brigante, a scar-face racketeer, fancies 
Marietta, who, by the way, encourages the 
younger element to steal. So do most of the 
other men, including Tonio, Marietta’s brother- 
in-law, but she only has eyes for a handsome 
young scientific farmer. Brigante’s adolescent 
son, Francesco, is infatuated by Donna Lucrezia, 
a judge's neglected wife, but Brigante hears. 
Later, he attempts to rape Lucrezia and she 
commits suicide. Meanwhile, Marietta robs a 
Swiss visitor of a considerable sum so that she 
can present the farmer with a dowry. Brigante 
finds out and forces his attentions on Marietta, 
but she slashes his face and slins the stolen 
wallet into his pocket. There are further compli- 
cations, but eventually Don Cesare dies and 
bequeaths Marietta money and she finally 
marries the farmer. 


Produciion.—_The 


Featuring Gina 


a Franco- 


picture has good atmos- 
phere, besides convincing characterisation, but 
strangely enough Jules Dassin’s direction lacks 
sharpness and permits many loose ends. Gina 
Lollobrigida easily meets acting demands and 
a plenty of cleavage as the chaste and 

hased Marietta, Yves ontand scores as the 
evil Brigante, and Marcello Mastroianni is like- 
able as the farmer. Pierre Brasseur, Melina 
Mercouri. Paola Stoppa and a host of other Con- 
tinental players also do their stuff. The by-play is 
colourful, though not entirely relevant, and gay 
carnival and beach scenes effectively offset turgid 
sex asides. Anyway, the film’s well worth a 
* look-see,”” if only as a “ theatre Who's Who. 


Points of Appeal.—tTitle, stars, ace director, 
catchy theme song, and exceptional exploitation 
angles. 


Love and the Frenchwoman 


Miracle. French (X). Featuring Marie-Jose Nat, 
Martine Carol and Robert Lamoureux. Produced 
by Hugo Benedek. Directed by Henri Decoin, 
Jean Delannoy, Michel Boisrond, Rene Clair, 
Henri Verneuil, Christian-Jaque and Jean-Paul 
Le Chanois. Commentator, Alexandre Breffort. 
Director of Photography, Robert Le Febvre. 
140 minutes. Release not fixed 


COMEDY DRAMA, or rather anthology of 
sex love, made in France. It starts with infancy 
and six instalments later ends by showing how 
Nemesis overtakes a bigamist, yet fails to clip 
his wings. The episodes, approached from the 
distaff side, are a trifle uneven in quality, but 
snappy commentary spoken in fascinating broken 
English and clever cartoon decorated sub-titles 
establish some continuity. Gay and moving in 
parts, though slightiy protracted as a whole, the 
“ finished article ” makes beguiling off-beat adult 
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entertainment. Box-office art 
house novelty proposition. 


Story.—In the first episode, . little girl causes 
consternation in her family asking where 
babies come from; in the Ae a thirteen year 
old begins experiencing calf love; in the third, a 
young woman succumbs to her boy friend's 
demands, confident they'll eventually marry; in 
the fourth, a honeymoon couple have their first 
quarrel; in the fifth, a neglected wife thinks she 
has cheated her husband, but he has the last 
laugh; in the sixth, a couple plan an amicable 
divorce, only to become the victims of crafty 
lawyers ; and in the seventh, a_ professional 
bigamist exploits three spinsters, does time and 
lands in the arms of the woman lawyer who 
defended him. 

Production. — The picture, inconsequential 
“Kinsey Report,” has three excellent cameos, 
numbers four, five and seven, directed by Rene 
Clair, Henri Verneuil and Jean-Paul Le Chanois, 
and these prevent any serious flagging of interest. 
Robert Lamoureux, Martine Carol, Silvia Mont- 
fort, Dany Robin, Marie-Jose Nat and Claude 
Rich are the most prominent of the hand-picked 
cast, The honours, however, go to the person 
responsible for the cleverly writien dialogue and 
Alexandre Breffort, who delivers it. It puts a 
zip into the dry Martini, served in a tankard, 
and wil! leave most men and women thirsting for 
more. 


Points of Appeal.—Subject, 


stars, compelling feminine 
ploitation possibilities. 


and commercial 


treatment, title, 
angle and big ex- 


Youthful Sinners 


Gala. French (X). Featuring Pascale Petit, 
Jacques Charrier and Laurent Terzieff. Produced 
by Robert Dorfmann. Directed by Marcel Carne. 
Screenplay by Michael Carne and Jacques 
Sigurd. Director of Photography, Claude Renoir. 
minutes. Release not fixed 


*MIXED-UP adolescent " melodrama. Made 
in BS ~--— with English sub-titles, it centres on 
an educated youth who joins a wild beatnik 
group and finds real love, only to see it tragically 
die. The anti-social behaviour and sexual eccen- 
tricities of the maladjusted girls and boys grate 
at first, but skilful acting by the young players 
eventually gets the film's message across. Its 
concluding chapters, at once roriy, poignant and 
suspenseful, give it essential lift. Good commer- 
cial and art house “ double bill.’ 


Story.—Bob Letellier, a well breeched student, 
becomes acquainted with Alain, a social rebel, 
visits the café headquarters of Alain’s irrespon- 
sible, sensation seeking crowd, and attends a 
party thrown by Clo, a wealthy wanton. He 
shares Clo’s bed, but later he and Michele, Clo’s 
lowly born friend, genuinely fall for each other. 
Bob takes part in a blackmailing escapade, 
hesitates before making the final “ touch,” but 
completes the dirty deal in order to buy a car 
Michele had set her mind on. Meanwhile, 
Michele, thinking Bob a coward, rashly offers 
herself to Alain. Clo, now pregnant, stages a 
farewell shindig and Bob, intent upon hurting 
Michele, announces his engagement to Clo. 
Michele, heartbroken, streaks off in her car and 
Bob follows, but Michele crashes and is killed 
before he can overtake her. 


Production.—The picture goes al] out to prove 
to contemporary youth that kicking over the 
traces, i.e. jiving, boozing and promiscuity, leads 
nowhere and, despite some rather heavy philoso- 
phizing and symbolism, finally makes its point. 
Pascale Petit contributes a haunting, strangely 
moving portrayal as Michele, Jacques Charrier 
has his moments as Bob, Laurent Terzieff is 
effective as the Machiavellian Alain, and Andrea 
Parisy cuts a pitiful figure as the madly gay Clo. 
The thrilling and salutary climax sharply under- 
lines the modern parable, and the English sub- 
titles are lucid. 


Points of Appeal.—Topical tale, clever young- 


sters, sound moral, good atmosphere, intriguing 
title and obvious exploitation angles. 


@ Columbia's “ The 3 Worlds of Gulliver” 
was incorrectly listed as a British Quota picture 
in the Kine. Booking Guide for November, 
1960. 
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Showmanthip 


1960 was a year of consolidation and experi- 
ment for the showman. The extended-run policy 
acted as a stabilising influence on showmanship 
and brought continuity in advertising. 

Experiments were conducted using television 
to boost films but, although tv may well be- 
come the main selling platform for the cinema 
in the coming year, no definite policy emerged 
in regard to this medium. 

The tv bogy was laid only to be followed 
by toll-tv. 

During the year, more emphasis was placed 
on newspaper advertising—tresulting in increased 
editorial coverage, especially in story serialisa- 
tion—and national tie-ups were, in most cases, 
very effective. ABC particularly exploited this 
field, offering very attractive prizes. 

Television programmes on the cinema were 
generally uninspired, although one exception 
was the “ Cinema Today ” series which gave an 
intelligent evaluation of world cinema. 


by FRANK HAZELL 


Film criticism seemed to have gained in 
readership appeal and was given prominence in 
the national press. However, it was with much 
regret that we learned that Caroline Lejeune 
would no longer write the column for Tie 
Observer. She had served the industry well and, 
over the years, had built up a vast following. 

The greatest single showmanship effort of the 
year must go to “ Hercules Unchained” which 
gave a boost to the whole industry—proving 
once again that bold and courageous “ drum- 
banging” still draws the crowds. With the 
cinema offering more spectacular films, tv is 
being further reduced in size. 

Showmanship at individual cinemas was of 
better quality, too, and was based on a longer 
term policy than the one-week stand. 

If emphasis is placed on the fact that the 
cinema still offers the best in entertainment, the 
showman can make the coming year the founda- 
tion stone on which the future is built. 


THE COMPANY OF SHOWMEN 


Help for Salford's old people 


A MANNEQUIN parade was staged by 
A. L. Ellison, Broadway, Eccles, to raise money 
for the Old People’s Homestead at Salford after 
the home had been severely damaged in a fire, 
and a large amount of clothing lost. 

A local fashion house co-operated and over 
167 tickets were sold at 3s. each. The parade 
was arranged in a professional manner—five top 
models gave their services—and Mr. Ellison was 
able to replace a lot of the old people’s clothing. 

Nat Matthews, Ritz, Leyton, had a lucrative 
tie-up for “ Light up the Sky” with a smoke- 
less fuel company. The fuel company’s agents 
carried displays in their windows and a special 
float was designed making a tour of the district. 

Theatre displays were also linked to the com- 
pany and included the co-operating agents. 

Reginald Helley, Regal, Wakeficld, gained 
outstanding press for a special screening of 
“The Criminal,” which he arranged for the 
Prison Officers’ Training College. 


Special screening 


Students at the college, magistrates, members 
of the Leeds University Criminology Section 
and members of the Criminal Investigation 
department attended the theatre for this special 
screening. Local editors were Mr. Helley's 
guests and they gave top feature coverage to 
the event. 

As a result of this successful public relations 
campaign, a party of ABC managers have been 
invited to have a look around the museum and 
prison, and the governor has offered full co- 
operation in mounting an exhibition on crime 
and prison life at the theatre when another 
suitable film comes along. 

An excellent example of public relations was 
provided by A. W. Seddon at the Ritz, Barnsley. 
The theatre was used on a Sunday morning for 


a special service for the Burma Star Associa- 
tion, which held tts National Annual Confer- 
ence in the town. 

The service was attended by delegates from 
all parts of the country and was followed by a 
full-dress march past, with contingents from 
the uniformed services, military band and 
Burma Star Old Comrades. 


Outstanding 


The ceremony ended by the 
wreath at the War Memorial. 
was outstanding. 

This is a fine illustration of the part cinemas 
can play in the affairs of their communities. 

Cc. D. Parkin, Haymarket, Newcastle, 
organised a “*‘ Miss Haymarket Bathing Beauty 
Contest’ in conjunction with the screening of 
“A French Mistress.” 

Local beauties were asked to submit photo- 
graphs from which nine were chosen as finalists. 
The winner received gift vouchers from local 
stores, and a course in modelling. 

Judges were a popular television announcer, 
the local paper's filmi critic and another tele- 
vision personality. 


laying of a 
Press coverage 


Professional 


The contest was publicised by announcements 
in the press and the distribution of entry-form 
Jeaflets at the theatre and through co-operating 
traders. 

Special window displays were mounted and 
the pictures show what a professional job the 
final staging turned out to be. Tyne Tees Tele- 
vision covered the event, hence the inclusion 
of the TV personalities in the judging panel, 
and this was featured in their Star Parade 
programme. 

Credit should also go to L. H. Pigg, the 


NEW MEMBERS 


The following are enrolled in the 

“ Kine.” Compeny of Showmen: 

A, F. Currie, Rex, Farnborough. 

H. Finnis, Gaumont, Liverpool. 

D. G. M. Frankland, Odeon, West Hartle 
pool. 

G. J. Green, Odeon, Chorley. 

K. Hargreaves, A/M, Regal, Southport 

L. A. L. Moneypenny, Odeon, St. Helier, 
Jersey. 

J. C. Phillips, A/M, ABC, York 

J. L. Smi.h, Odeon, Loughborough 

A. W. F. Wall, Gaumont, Falkirk. 


HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 
D. Haigh, manager of the Star, Hornsea, 
has been enrolled as Life Member No 
351. 


SEALS OF MERIT 
D. H. Pass (third), Odeon, Dudley (Life 
Member No. 191). 
G. W. Hurt (fifth), 
(Life Member No 


Gaumont, 
54). 


Finchley 


theatre’s assistant manager, who did most of 
the general organisation for the contest. 

The new Cathay cinema, in Klang, Malaya, 
was opened by His Highness the Sultan of 
Selangor. 

This 942-seat cinema is the 34th new cinema 
to be opened by the Cathay Organisation since 
1955. 

Nearly 900 guests were invited to the open- 
ing ceremony which, like all Cathay openings, 
was a most impressive piece of showmanship. 

The opening picture was a Malay-language 
picture, “Che Mamat Parang Tumpol.” Two 
stars from the Cathay Organisation's Singapore 
studios also attended the opcning 

The Sultan opened the cinema by 
rybbons across the stage with a 
scissors. 


SELL! 


The British Lion way... 


cutting 
gold 


pair of 


Each week in this spot you'll find a 
message from the publicity team 

at British Lion. Its aim: to increase 
contact between us, desk-bound 

in London, and you~—the 

managers who SELL our films to 
the paying public. We will note 
new selling ideas. 

We'll record new tie-ups, new 
campaigns. There will be bouquets 
for bright showmanship efforts. 
This is the spot in which, week by 
week, we will spotlight the 
ideas — yours and ours—which SELL 
pictures and keep the box-office 
bustling. 
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The Showman also commends... 


Figures in parentheses indicate number of credits 


BLEASE. 
8... Od 


Cobb, 


Kir 
FERGUSON, A 
Pub f 


ked 


Crea 
GOoODDY, 
I 


¢ relation Persona 
Green, J. A., Wen End 
Gower, 1.E.. AiM 
On Fo f He!! 
». Cau n Wood Green Strangers When 
Meet Geidtherpe. B., Odeon, Mockton 
: ib Gothrie, G., Trocadero, Elephant 
" There Was a Crooked Man. Gompertz, 
saumon Southsea: Faces in the Dark 
jiant of Marathon 2) Gerdon, R. E., 
Lianelly Suddenly Last Summer Goss, 
yaurmont, Choriton: The Savage Innocents 
Silence 2 Gistingham,. FE. A.. 
heltenham Suddenly Las Summer 
Odeon, Che Make Mine Mink 
. D.. Odeon, Birmingham: Let Make 
Honeyman, BR. G.. Odeon, Ayr: Inherix 
Wind Hockings. K. J.. Odeon, & Austel 
yf Ruth. Herold, C. A.. Odeon, Morden 
There Wa » Crooked Mar Hybert, 
Gaumont Lifracom be 
P. A.. Gaumor Clapt 
Epitapt Henderson, W.., 


Heasiewood. . 
Hubball, H.. 
When WwW 

Hend 

saurr ’ 

if Od 

" Hittos. D es 

Wild Riv Herry. E. 

l k at Life 

INGLEDEW, A G. 

En : 
KYLE, W. G., Od 
LONGLEY. N.. Em 
i Lorrimer, 
’ ! Started 

PERKINS. S. E.. Regal, Farnham: Th 
The Beliboy (2 Pryor. W. E., 
Cans 

RUDD. H. T., Pavilo cunthorpe The Beatniks 
Reberts Cc. W., Ode Wrexham Doctor n 
Lov Rebdrap, S$... Gaumon Da zion: The 

i ‘ Dracula Raistrick. - Odeon 
dilly Third Stop y. F.. Odeon 
Make lL« 
id Anna of 
Rogers, H. 


Coldfield 
Gaumont 


Unforgive 
Odeon, Ab 


SIMS. V., Central, Kidderminster: Public relations 
Stevens. B., Lyric Wellingborough The Nun's 
Story, Never Let Go (2) Sweeney, G., Odeon, 
Deptford: There Was a Crooked Man Shatweli, 
H. V., Gaumont, Halifax: The Chaplin Revue 
Simpson. A. Gaumont Ayr Five Branded 
Women Sandiford, G. E., Odeon, Southall: The 
Ten Commandments Spector, L.. Gaumont 
Stratford Young Men Serrell, R., 
Gaumon . I j The Gallant Hours 
Shehoa, “ Camberley Inherit the 
Wind Chesterfield: From 
Odeon, Kent: The 
-- Hippodrome Col- 
Smith. J. L., 
Loughborough forgiven 
Gaumont Rosch Let No 
Epitaph Saunders, H.. 
Unforgiven Skellen, P. E.. Odeon, Sraiding 
Glenn Miller Story Short, T. D.. Riako. S$ 
The Savage Innocents, The Last 
(2). Shepheard, G. H., Odeon 
Days of Pompeii Sparks, 
Stoke: The Chaplin Revue, 
South Pacific (3). Senes, S$ 
Gaumont: Suddenly Last Summer 
Odeon, Manchester: Inherit the Wind. 
THORNTON, P. ee Gaumont Northampton 
Tayler, N.. Ritz, Harringay: Public rela- 
Never Take Sweets From a Stranger, Come 
With Me, Ocean's 11, Watch Your Stern, 
r at the Top of the Stairs (6) Tel, 
Odeon, Lewes: Psycho. Thornton, A. F., 
Burton: The Flesh and the Fiends, Rififi 
Women (2) Taylor, E 
The Chaplin Revue The 
Nottingham: The Unforgiven 
Gaumon, Stroud: Sons and Lovers 
Odeon, Blackheath: Never Let Go 
Gaumont, Hammersmith: Strangers 
J.. Odeon Weymouth 
B. R.. Odeon, Brentwood 
Anna of Brooklyn (2). Thompson. 
Bromwich: Hannibal, Never Take 
a Stranger, Come Dance With Me 


Gaumont 
Terrace 


(2) 
VERNALL. E. R., Grange Dagenham All the 
Young Men 
WALKER, R. H.. Piaza, Kent Beart Girl Watts, 
c. K Gaumont, Bournemouth: Public relat on 
Williams, A. E., Ealing: Strangers When 
Ww Meet Wits. C. B.. Odeon, Camberwe! 
There Was a Crooked Man ’ 
Reading, Solomon and Sheba — 
Coa-bridgee: Suddenly Last Watts. D. J3.. 
Odeon, Salisbury: |! Naples. Willian. 
. P.. Gaumont, Wembicy Entertainer: Wits, 
N. A... Odeon Winchester 
Wallace. G. S.. Pavilion. Airdrie 
Watson. G. A., Gaumont, Guernsey 
Webb. A. C.. Odeon, Canterbury 
Dracula Wood, W. R.. Gaumont 
Chaplin Revue Wiliams. J... 
The Chaplin Revue A Doe's 
Watker, b E AM Gaumont, Camden Town 
! Meet. The Man Who Couldn't 
Wise, C., A/M., Odeon, Sale: The 
the Sexes 
Odeon, Kinastanding: In the N‘ck 
Young (2) 
. 3... Embassy, North Harrow ige 
the Damned, Public relations (2) 


The winning choir in this year’s Odeon and Gaumont Boy's and Girls’ Club Scottish choir festival came 

from the Gaumont, lbrox—the first Glasgow choir to carry off the Lord Rank Challenge Trophy. 

Seen here with the choir are the city’s Lord Provost, Mrs. Jean Roberts, J.P., manager O. Monaghan, 
CMA general manager Victor Powell, and J. Gilmour Barr, Glasgow superintendent of music 


JANUARY 5, 1961 


‘Kine.’—MGM £600 Contest 


An Olympic torch 
boosts ‘Marathon’ 


FOR “The Giant of Marathon,” L. E. 
Mepsted, Odeon, Wealdstone, circulated locally 
printed heralds. Prior to playdate, a giant cut- 
out of Steve Reeves formed the basis of his 
foyer presentation, and a street stunt was put 
into operation on the Saturday morning before 
playweek. 

A young local athlete bearing the title on his 
chest and back, and carrying the Olympic Torch 
used in the 1948 Games at Wembley Stadium, 
ran eight miles visiting three theatres. He was 
started on his journey by middleweight boxing 
champion, Terry Downes, who lit the torch. A 
public address van followed in close attendance 
giving playdate credits. 

During the Monday of playweek “ The Giant 
of Marathon" national float toured the area, 
and various shops displayed window cards. 

I, B. Harvey, Gaumont, Hendon, arranged a 
competition in conjunction with Timex watches. 
Two thousand competition leaflets were dis- 
tributed and contestants were invited to place, 
in order of merit, certain characteristics that 
suggested the perfect time machine. Wrist 
watches were offered as prizes. 

A first-class foyer display and numerous 
“Timex” stockists tieups throughout the 
town added to the campaign and booklets, 
titled “Time Through the Ages,” containing 
theatre and playdate credits, were also used 

A telephone gimmick was used by J. L Burns- 
Moyes, Odeon, Swiss Cottage, in his campaign 
for “ Bells are Ringing.’ An antique Danist 
telephone was placed as a centrepiece of a 
foyer display with the copy “ Have you a friend 
or relation on the telephone, if so leave thei: 
‘phone number in the box provided. They may 
get a surprise.” Several of the numbers left 
were rung and the owners invited to see the film. 

Coverage was also achieved with the use of 
trader Ce-wp leaflets, hanging cards, special dis- 
plays and window presentations 

Several stunts were put into operation for 
“The Gazebo” by F. A. Connett, Gaumont, 
Weymouth. A metal bird bath was prominently 
sited prior to playweek along with a card 
worded: “ Reserved for Herman the Pigeon in 
‘The Gazebo.’ ” 

During busy per’ods in town, a sandwich- 
board man patrolled the shopping areas, and 
another walked around holding a megaphone to 
his mouth, and at specially selected sites gave 
details of playdates. Suspended beneath the 
megaphone was a card reading: “I've just got 
to shout about ‘ The Gazebo.’ ” 


More Credits 


“The Day They Robbed the Bank of Engiand.’’— 
C. Breakell, Odeon, Ashton-under-Lyne; C. W 
Odeon, Wrexham P Kelly 
Range: H. Saunders, Odeon, 
R. Pearce, Gaumont, Trowbridge 
The Last Voyage" and “ Girls Town.”—F I 
Holmes Ritz, Sunderland A Hallam, New 
Empress, Nottingham; D. Simpson, Savoy, South 
Shields; E. F. Bailey, Ritz, Stockport 
The Gazebo.”—-A. M. Sliman, Regal, Falkirk: R 
Charlesworth, Ritz, Birmingham; M Doheriy, 
ABC. Charine Cross; C Mupes. Savoy. Stour- 
D. Wooton, Ritz, Nuneaton: A. Heaton, 
Darlington; L H i Haymarket, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne; D. J. Archer, Empire, Coven- 
try: E. Bailey, Ritz, Stockport 
Home from the Hill.”"—J. M. Bailey, ABC Palace, 
Lancaster, P. J. Cordier, Rex, Norbury; W. B 
Nethercote, Olympia. Cardiff 

“ Adventures of Ho Fina.”’—S. Luton, 
Carkon, Upton Park; J. L. Smit’, Ritz, Edinburgh 
“Tom ond Jerry.””"—R Ww Hodder, Regal, 


Roberts, 


Odeon, 
Whalley 
Fr. W 


Prestwich 


Streatham. 
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Gala starts the 
New Year with 
14 in West End 


GALA FILM DISTRIBUTORS siarts the New 
Year with 14 features in the West End. 

At the Cinephone, Oxford Street “ Love Now, 
Pay Later” with Belinda Lee continues to pull 
in the crowds. Francois Truffaut's “* Shoot the 
Pianist " and De Sica’s * The Roof” are firmly 
ensconced at La Continentale with the Pagnol 
trilogy — * Marius * — “* Fanny ” — “ Cesar ” — 
looking as though they will remain at the Inter- 
national Film Theatre till the expiration of the 
rights. 


Festival Hall 


The Royal Festival Hall has a Gala season 
with “Madame Butterfly," “Don Quixote,’ 
“Othello.” and “ Tosca.” “Heroes and 
Sinners and “ Cool Sound from Hell” remain 
at the Gala Royal and Berkeley respectively 
The Cameo Royal has been scoring with “ Red 


Lips’ and “ Bath Harem.” 
The next premiere opening will be Marcel 
Carne’s “* Youthful Sinners.” the film awarded 


the Grand Prix du Cinema Francais with the 
leading players—Pascale Petit and Jacques Char- 
ricr—receiving the best actress and actor award 
of the year, Jacques Becker's last film ‘“ The 
Hole " a tense prison escape drama and Michele 
Morgan in “ Torment.” 


Mitchum named best 
actor for 1960 


“THE SUNDOWNERS.” the new Fred 
Zinnemann production for Warner Bros. was the 
film in which Robert Mitchum earned the best 
actor award for 1960 from the U.S Board 
Review of Motion Pictures. 

In the picture, in which he co-stars 
Deborah Kerr and Peter Ustinov, he portrays 
a happy-go-lucky Australian sheep-drover who 
loves his freedom. The film was trade shown 
at the Warner Theatre on Tuesday and it will 
have its premiere on January 12. 

The best actress award went to Greer Garson, 
for her portrayal of Eleanor Roosevelt in an- 
other Warner Bros. picture, “Sunrise at 
Campobello.” 

“ The Sundowners ” was also in the top three 
of the Board’s list of the year’s 10 best films. 
and another Warner film also appeared on the 


with 


list—* The Dark at the Top of the Stairs.” 
which stars Robert Preston and Dorothy 
McGuire. 

The films are all distributed by Warner- 
Pathe 


Columbia comedy 
premiere date 


FRED KOHLMAR’S new comedy for 
Columbia, “ The Wackies: Ship in the Army” 


opens its British premiere engagement at the 
Odeon, Marble Arch, on January 12. 

The Technicolor-CinemaScope comedy stars 
Jack Lemmon, John Lund, Chips Rafferty, Tom 
Tully, Joby Baker, Warren Berlinger and 
Patricia Driscoll. 

“The Wackiest Ship in the Army” was 


directed by Richard Munphy from an original 
story by Herbert Carlson. 
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RANK PICTURES SET 
NEW RECORDS 


Norman Wisdom's latest comedy for 
Rank FD, “ The Bulldog Breed,” turned in 
excellent business on the first leg of general 
release. 

On the Tuesday of Christmas week it 
broke the take and admissions record at 
the Gaumont, Coventry, and Odeon, 
Southampton, and the take record at the 
Gaumont, Harlesden. 

Even matinees have been 
capacity business at the Metropole, 
Victoria, where “ Spartacus” is continuing 
to play to full houses and has broken the 
theatre’s three-week record. 

The manager, Roy Money, said that in 
his 14 years’ experience as a manager he 
had never known a film to have such a 
wonderful start. 

“Spartacus,” which stars Kirk Douglas, 
Laurence Olivier, Jean Simmons, Charles 
Laughton, Peter Ustinov, John Gavin and 
Tony Curtis, was produced by Edward 
Lewis and directed by Stanley Kubrick 


recording 


ABC national tie-up 
with Lyons Maid 


A MAJOR holiday promotion has _ been 
effected by Associated British Cinemas with 
Lyons Maid. which should bring a tremendous 
amount of publicity to bear upon the 
release of Columbia’s “ Sword 
Forest.” 

The tie-wp takes the form of a children’s paint- 
ing contest and 300,000 eight-page colouring 
books are being distributed to children. The 
scheme is being supported by foyer displays and 
attractive quad crown posters, and Lyons Maid 
stockists are co-operating with ABC managers by 
promoting the competition through window dis- 
plays. 

Prizes will be awarded for the best entry re- 
ceived at each theatre and a furiher prize wil 
go to the best entry in the country. In addition 
Lyons Maid is offering prizes to managers for 
the best campaigns. Already a high standard 
has been set by early run theatres which report 
terrific enthusiasm for the scheme among their 
youthful patrons. 


circu 


of Sherwood 


‘Sunrise’ gets a 
family award 


DORE SCHARY’S “ Sunrise at Campobello ” 
has been voted the “ box-office" Blue Ribbon 
for November by the American National Screen 
Council. The award is given each month for 
the film considered to be the most suitable for 
family entertainment. 

To be released through Warner-Pathe later 
this year. the film tells of the personal and family 
life of America’s war-time president. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. It is set against the authentic 
background of the Roosevek home in New York 
and stars Greer Garson. Hume Cronyn. and 
Ralph Bellamy, who follows up his successful 
stage portrayal as FDR. 

Greer Garson received special praise from the 
council for her portrayal of Eleanor Roosevelt, 
and Hume Cronyn also received tribute for his 
characterisation of Louis Howe, Roosevelt's 
right-hand man. 

The original play by Dore Schary, who also 
produced the film, won the 1958 Antoinette Perry 
Award. Similarly, both the play and film were 
directed by Vincent J. Donehue. 
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\ / . . e 
Usher’ is a winner in 
London and Manchester 


FROM its Boxing Day opening at London's 
Compion cinema Angio’s “The Fall Of The 
House of Usher has attracted big audiences, 
ciaims the company. 

Based on Edgar Atlan Poe's terrifying tale of 
evil and torment, the colour and CinemaScope 
feature also played to extraordinarily good busi- 
ness at the Theatre Royal, Manchester, during 
the week preceding Christmas Day—normally a 


quiet week for exhibitors 
“The Fall Of The House Of Usher” stars 
Vincemt Price, Mark Damon and Myrna Fahey 


It was produced and directed by Roger Corman 
from a screenplay by Richard Matheson with a 
musical score by Les Baxter 


‘Tunes of Glory’ a hii 
in New York 


COLIN LESSLIE’S “Tunes of Glory” has 
been given a fine reception on its opening in 
New York. The Daily News critic gave it four 


stars, acclaiming it as one of the best pictures 
in recent months. 

* Alec Guinness’s characterisation as the hard 
drinking, fun loving, chubby acting commander 
is one of his best screen performances,” the 
paper said. 


The Herald Tribune described it as * inspired,” 
and the New York Times declared: “A film 
in which tradition itself is magnificently observed 
in acting that does full justice to the highest 


standards of an ancient British craft and merits 
" 


all the honours it has received.” 
The picture stars Alec Guinness and John 
Mills, with Susannah York, directed by Ronald 


Neame, and is distributed world-wide by United 
Artists 


‘Lost Lives’ is 
a big draw 


ARCHWAY'S latest release, “ Lost Lives.” is 
proving a great altraction and the company re- 
ports that it may have further 
prints. 


soon to order 


The film stars Jacques Sernas and Negro actor 
John Kitzmiller, and is the story of three girls 


held as hostages by escaped criminals. It is 
supported by the Parkside comedy “Not a 
Hope in Hell" starring Jon Pertwee, Richard 


Murdoch and Humphrey Lestocq 


Ralph Richardson 
signed by Fox 


RALPH RIOHARDSON has been signed for 
one of the top roles in “ Lion of Sparta.” In 
he multi-nillion-dollar 20th §=©Century-Fex 
CinemaScope production he will portray Themi- 
stocles, a master politician of Athens. 

Richard Egan portrays the heroic Leonidas, 
King of the Spartans, in “Lion of Sparta.” 
Other stars include Barry Coe, Diane Baker, 
David Farrar and Anna Synodinou, one of the 
leading Greek actresses. Rudy Mate and George 
St. George are co-producing and writing the film 
and Rudy Mate is directing. 

The company has just re-staged the historic 
Battle of Thermopylae at Loutraki, 55 miles 
from Athens. Studio scenes will be done at 
both the Anzervos and Alpha Studios. 
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Boom business by 
‘La Dolce Vita’ 


FOLLOWING its record breaking opening at 
the Columbia and Curzon theatres, London, on 
ite conourrent Britush premicre ecngagemer't, 
Federico Fellini's Italian picture “La Dolce 
Vita” played to boom business during the 
Christmas holidays, with terrific Boxing Uay and 
Tuesday takes being achieved at both these 
leading West End cinemas, claims Columbia. 

“La Dolce Vita” stars Marcello Mastroi- 
anni, Anita Ekberg, Anouk Aimee, Yvonne Fur- 
neaux, Lex Barker, Alain Cuny, Anibale Ninchi, 
Magali Noel, Jecques Sernas and Nadia Gray 
Federico Fellini directed from a screenplay by 
Fellini, Tullio Pinelli, Ennio Filaiano and 
Brunello Rondi. The producer was Giuseppe 
Amato and the executive producer Franco Magli. 


‘Saturday Night’ 


is held over 


BRYANSTON’S “ Saturday Night and Sunday 
Morning has been retained for its fifth week 
at che Elite, Nouingham. In London, the picture 
has now gone imo its tenth West End week at 
the Berkeley 

The Woodfatl production will start its general 
release next month as one of the most pre-sold 
films to be distributed by British Lion. Distribu- 
tion overseas will be by Lion International. 

“ Room at the Top.” also distributed overseas 
by Lion International, has broken a five-year 
booking record in Formosa during a 19-dey show_ 
ng at the Cosmopolitan, Taipei. 


London gives ‘Ghetto’ 
an X certificate 


THE FILM “ Warsaw Ghetto,” depicting the 
suffering of Jews during the Nazi occupation of 
Poland, has been granted a licence by the 
London County Council as an X certificate film. 

Bernard Bagnari, chairman of the public con- 
trol committee, told the council that because of 
certain scenes in the picture, notices should be 
exhibited at cinemas where it is showing to 
warn the public that it might distress people of 
disposition These people, he said, 
should use their discretion about viewing the 
film 

Mr. Bagnari, who was replying to a question 
from Mrs. Anne Kerr, added that the film 
could be shown provided any commentary used, 
other than that presented by the distributors as 

synopsis, should be submitted to the council 
for approval 

The committee was congratulated by 
Kerr for its “very wise decision” 
“ Warsaw Ghetto.” 


nervous 


Mrs. 
regarding 


Birmingham books 
Rank reissues 


RANK FD's “ Doctor 
“ Genevieve ™ are 
a double bill 
Birmingham. 

RFD is following the pattern it set when its 
big pre-Christn.as reissue programme also started 
in Birmingham. 

“ Doctor in the 


in the House” and 
being reissued once more as 
on January 8 at the Futurist, 


House” stars Dirk Bogarde. 
Muriel Paviow, Kenneth More and Donald 
Sinden It was produced by Betty Box and 
directed by Ralph Thomas. 

“ Genevieve“ stars Dinah Sheridan, John 
Gregson, Kay Kendall and Kenneth More and 
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BRITISH LION'S 3 IN 
CRITIC'S TOP 10 


Three films from British Lion are in- 
cluded in the 1960 ten-best list compiled 
by New York Times critic Bosley Crowther. 

Crowther puts “I'm All Right Jack,” 
“ The Angry Silence,” and the Bryanston- 
British Lion release “ The Entertainer ™ in 
his selection. 

This is the first time that any distributor 
has had three films in Crowther’s end-of- 
the-year selection. 


\ , 

Pepe outgrosses 
\ . “7 

River Kwai 


THE NEW YORK engagement of “ Pepe” 
at the Criterion Theatre has opened to 
capacity business, with all performances sold 
out. In Miami, the picture is outgrossing even 
“The Bridge on the River Kwai.” 

This multi-million dollar George Sidney pro- 
duction, which stars Cantinflas in his first 
English-speaking appearance since “ Around the 
World in Eighty Days,” will have its London 
premiere early this year. 


Gary Cooper signs 
for three films 


GARY COOPER has beea signed by 20th 
Century-Fox to star in three pictures for the 
company. 

Two of the films, already selected for Cooper, 
will be made in succession, beginning this 
momh. The first of these wili be “ The 
Comancheros” and will be followed by “ Big 
River, Big Man.” The third picture will be set 
early in the year. 

“ The Comancheros” is from Paul Wellman’s 
novel of a New Orleans gambler who becomes 
a Texas Ranger and is sent to break up the 
ferocious band of outlaws who mastermind the 
murderous raids of Comanche Indians. Clair 
Huffaker has prepared the screenplay. 

“ Big River, Big Man” is from a novel by 
Thomas W. Duncan with screenplay by Wendell 
Mayes, and tells of a ruthless and powerful 
man who fights his way to fortune in 
the lumber country of the upper Mississippi in 
the middle of the nineteenth century. Vincent 
Sherman will produce. 


Dave King makes 
Hollywood debut 


BRITISH comedian Dave King has been 
signed by 20th Century-Fox to make his Holly- 
wood film debut in “ Pirates of Tortuga,” a 
comedy drama which starts production on 
January 9 under the direction of Robert Webb. 

King will play an English aristocrat whose 
adventurous spirit carries him on board a ship 
which is sailing into the buccaneer kingdom of 
Captain Morgan on assignment from the King 
to pose as pirates and capture Morgan. 


Bryna signs Gold 


ERNEST GOLD, well known for his scores 
for “Inherit the Wind,” “On the Beach” and 
“The Defiant Ones,” has been commissioned 
to write an original musical score for “ Day Of 
The Gun.” a Bryna production for UI release 
through RFD. 
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ABC managers’ prizes 
for showmanship 


ONE OF THE most successful national exploi- 
tation schemes ever handled by ABC in association 
with its minors’ matinees has just concluded. 
More than 200 Associated British cinemas 
throughout the country organised contesis for 
children in co-operation with Corona Co.,. Lid., 
the soft drink company, and the competition 
was tied in with a road-safety campaign. 

Special showmanship prizes were offered by 
Corona for the best campaigns staged by 
theatre managers. The awards were as 
follows: 1 (£35), D. O. Fuller, Regal, Levens- 
hulme; 2 (£25), W. Gourlay, Regal, Staines; 3 
(£15), A. L. Ellison, Broadway, Eccles; 4 (£10), 
A. Fowle, Astoria, Brighton; 5 (£5), A. 
McCarthy, Ritz, Harringay Prizes were also 
awarded to: A. McCoy, Commodore, Hammer- 
smith; M. Wright, Savoy, Lincoln; L. Sobey, 
Regal, Rochdale; A. R. Russell, Astoria, 
Walton; S. D. Ho!man, Plaza, Plymouth; E. H. 
Reed, Palace, Banbury; A. G. Cattell, Regal, 
Torquay ; L. H. Crate, ABC, Dunstable ; and to 
R. R. Trevor and B. V. Hornblow, Trocadero, 
Leicester 


RANK DEAL 


—continued from page 3 


with and the balance by instalments over a 
period of 1! years with interest at 44 per cent. 

This acquisition results in Rank having direct 
control of 57 per cent. of the ordinary votes of 
Gaumont British Ltd., and the ownership of 
42 per cent. of the equity capital. 

Both Spyros Skouras and John Davis stress 
that the happy association between their com- 
panies, which has existed for many years for 
mutual benefit, will not be severed by this deal, 
but strengthened. 

John Davis, speaking for The Rank Organisa- 
tion, said that this was, in his view. greatly in 
the shareholders’ interests, and in addition 
eliminated a complicated position which has 
existed in the Group’s financial structure. 

He further stressed that it was an essential 
step on the way to his ultimate ambition to 
merge all the Group's interests into The Rank 
Organisation. He emphasised, however, that no 
speedy solution could be found to this problem 
as many other difficulties have first to be re- 
solved, which will take considerable time. 


TRADE SHOWS 


LONDON 
January 10: 

Shoot to Kill. E. J. Fancey. Dermot Walsh. 
Celluloid. 10 a.m. 
What a Day (short); 
Churches (short). 

10 a.m. 
Une Vie (One Life) (X). Gala. Maria Schell. 
Gala Royal, Edgware Road. 2.30 p.m. 


January 11: 

Swiss Family Robinson. Wak Disney. 
One. 10.15 a.m. 

The Call of the Holy Land; Underwater Demo- 
tion Team; Tin Pan Alley Cat (Terrytoon). 
20th Century-Fox. Own Theatre. 2.30 p.m. 


An Artist Looks at 
New Realm. Celluloid. 


Studio 


January 12: 
The Crowning Experience (U). MRA Produc- 
tions. Muriel Smith. Hammer. 2.30 p.m. 


LATE EXTRAS (LONDON) 
January 5: 
Esther and the King: House of Hashimoto 
(short). 20th Century-Fox. Rialto. 10.30 a.m. 
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CLASSIFIED | CINEMAS : 
ADVERTISEMENT RATES |} SUITABLE FOR COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT Displays 


SITUATIONS VACANT 1 If you are considering disposing of your Cinema for purposes other than eee ° 
SITUATIONS WANTED | entertainment consult us in the first instance. Our long experience in selling of exc epi mal 
AMANCIAL tis s properties for development purposes will ensure the HIGHEST PRICE ner) ie orien, 
son Sus & WuneD me finish & distinction 
MISCELLANEOUS |. RECENT CINEMA SALES FOR COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Caps 2d. per word extra. Box No. Wi- eae. 


sxuerrs|| wanmeecncom — ||GOLIMAN'S 
be ais pee I at HARRIS 2 GILLOW 


Cor eens Ge aest weele Gave. || ESTATE AGENTS AND SURVEYORS 
KINEMATOGRAPH WEEKLY |) Specialising in the Sale and Valuation of a: 
96-98, LONG ACRE, LONDON, W.C.2 Cinemas, Theatres and other Entertainment Properties. FRAME S 


Telephone : TEMple Bar 2468, Ext. 271 | § 93 & 95 Wardour Street, London, W.1. GERrard 2504 STILL and POSTER 
BACKGROUNDS 


tom ; . ‘ 

held respensibie tor any mis- a ‘es 

takes arising from advertice- | HARD-WORKING Manager, experi- 1960 LETTER S.1228 CATEGORY BOARDS 
} ence ,OkiNngs, CxXploilauon, projection 

mente saps tes ‘it the | van seeks position, 26 P omag Hy 5 Bees iM ae Palate on SEAT INDICATORS 


tograph Weekly paexion ETRICT INTERCHANGEABLE 


Manager, age 49, constructive IN THE MATTER of THE SOUTH 
idea stumt exploiter; qualified projec SHORE THEATRES LIMITED AND LETTER BOARDS 
YOU MAY REPLY IN — To . engineer, electrician (stage), requires IN THE MATTER of THE COM 
BOX NUM supervisory appointment West ‘ PANIES ACT. 194 

en ther Teh Wnenat x Outright Sale or fully 

Weekly NOTICE is hereby given that a . d d d 
) a Petition presented in the Court of maintained and serviced at 

CHIEF, 20 years’ experience, with ‘ Chancery of the County Palatine of | | k| h 

as second: anything considered ’ Lancaster, Preston District n the Ow inclusive weekly charge 


798, Kinematograph Weekly 10th November. 1960. for confirming 


CINEMA Manager with rose - the Reduction of the Capital of the h | / 
| Mage experience available I 30 above-named ompeny from LOU, COLT AN S 
‘ag to £§¥).000 by 


804, Kinematograph Weekly o returning capital whic 


- ly iy Re aS. FAIRFIELD WORKS 
FOR SALE ee ay aye, ay HOUNSLOW 3265-6 


pool on Thursday 
COGKE Speed Panchro lenses, 40mm January, 1961 
50mm and 75mm, mounted for Arriflex Any Creditor or Shareholder of the 
Newman-Sinclair camera. five lenses and said Company desiring to oppose th HARD RUBBER 
SITUATIONS VACANT four magazines lan Struthers Park making of an Order for confirmation 
— - - 7 


of the said reduction of capita DEEP PROCESSING 
sh« r at th xe of hearing 
GALA FILMS 7 het or tis Comat tor toe TANKS 


purpose 
require 
WANTED A copy of the Petition will be fur 40°" deep x 114’ x 16 
INVOICE CLERKS - BOOK-KEEPERS 


nished to any Creditor or Share 
Knowledgeot French an advantage. Top salaries oe L : . Camera holder requiring the same by the 
ners a - 


to the right applicants. For appointment write undersigned on payment of the regu 37 gaNon capacity 
lated charge for the same £4 each 
GALA FILMS Dated the 23rd day f Decemb< 
GALA HOUSE, 15-17 OLD COMPTON ST.,W.1 CINEMAS FOR SALE 1960 
W. D. READER & WORDEN £10.10.0 
- : . : a. sdeineedilanis CINEMAS. Sale or rental.—R. Bov 342, Lytham Road 
ny ge i. 7 va sky, Cinema Agem, 34 Batson Street, South Shore, Blackpoo! for 3 ex works 
Cheshire: minimum employment, — six CAesgow Solicitors for the Company HARRINGAY PHOTOGRAPHIC 
weeks. —Apply H Box 801, Kinemato- SUPPLIES 
graph Weekly ar ou 
| ’ WA. AI 
EXPERIENCED Manager required for KINE STUDIO REVIEW 423 Grose Leones, Londen, 1.4. MOU 5068/2 
s | cinema in Swinton, near Manches ‘ - - / | 
Evening shows only = Apply Super- is published six times a year, and presents a 
. 7 Si ee arn . comprehensive survey of British studios, produc- 
will shortly occur for 


~ See ae ee een tion and technical developments. IMPORTANT 


country town Only those willing to} .% 1 | 
work hard and accept a certain werd When replying to small Ads do 
J } 


f responsibility need apply Ox 


802, Kinematograph Weekly CATERING REWIE ed || not enclose original references 
ASSISTANT Film Librarian. Five day | 
2ek.—K 


Box 803, Kinematograph |f ig published six times a year, and covers all or documents. SEND COPIES 
- ee a aspects of refreshment sales and cinema cater- ONLY in the first instance. When 
requires vim sors in ondon 


to edit both 16 and 35-mm. film for all ing services. addressing Box Numbers be sure 
vpes of output Applicants must have ae we 

a SS THE IDEAL KINEMA you quote the correct »umber. 
negative and positive) in accordance 


with highest professional standards and | is the monthly architectural and technical guide 


b ared o ork ith ‘ c | 
sound. tracks. Must. be “able ‘to. con- | to the latest activities in cinema design, decor- aa = 
tribute cre > ideas flecting ateria) | set of 3-D equipment for ase with 
weitags eouative jets, stealing sanesiet | ation, theatre equipment and projection practice. SE. 05, 50 ar 99 can om kes 


| 


y» how best to use library material. | 5,000 ft. spool boxes, complete mechanical 


Salary £1,095 (possibly higher if qualifica- | diterial Department : ad : - interlocking equipment, base spacers. cight 
. } : vertisement Department : 5 74 5 leader ; 
tions exceptional) rising by five annual | E 5,000 ft. spook, 5,000 ft. rewinder Uuiek 


nerements to £1,370 maximum per 189 HIGH HOLBORN 9 4s L re) N G A ¢ RE sale desired, price £125 oF near 


annum. Requests for application forms | 
cncioning addrened coveope and que || LONDON - W.C.1 LONDON = W.C.2_ || £92 cat, tents i goods tered win i 
n reference 60.G.636.K.W.) should - 

teach Appointments Officer. Broadcasing || Telephone: CHAncery 3344 Telephone: TEMple Bar 2468 ©. SANMKEY, REGAL, ATHERSTONE. WARWICKS 
House. London. W.1. within five davs. | Tel.: Atherstone 2220/3210/3202 
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TS THE LATEST | 


PEACH DELIGHT 1/- 


Outside— 
delicious peach 
fruit ice. 
inside— 

the creamiest 
ice cream of all, 
Wall's 

Dairy ice Cream 


Another Wall’s winner—Peach 
Delight. Made with real peaches 
and smooth, creamy Dairy Ice 
Cream. What a delicious thought ! 
Filmgoers will rave about tt, buy 
it again and again. For a peach 


of a profit...a peach of a treat 


... Wall’s Peach Delight ! ICE CREAM 


ICE 647 -7660-100 


